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E L EVE N T i 
RE P © R-Þ- 


FROM THE 


SELECT COMMITTEE, 


Appointed to take into Conſideration the State of 
the Adminiftration of Juſtice in the Provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and to report the 
ſame, as it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe, 
with their Obſervations thereupon 3 and who 
were inſtructed to conſider how the Britiſh Poſ- 

ſeſſions in the Eaft-Indies may be held and go- 
verned with the greateſt Security and Advantage 
to this Country, and by what Means the Hap- 
pineſs of the native Inhabitants may be beſt pro- 
moted, 


"OUR committee, in the courſe of their 
enquiry into the obedience yielded by 

the company's ſervants to the orders of the 
court of directors (the authority of which 
orders had been ſtrengthened by the regu- 
| 5 lating 


* 


„„ 


lating a of 17 3), could rotoverlook one of 


the moſt eſſential objects of that act, and of 
thoſe orders, namely, the, taking of gifts and 
preſents. Theſe pretended free gifts from 
the natives to the company's ſervants in 


power had never been authoriged by law; 


they are contrary to the covenants formerly 
entered into by the preſident and council; 
they are ſtrictly forbidden by the act of par- 
liament; and forbidden upon grounds of 
the moſt ſubſtantial policy. 


* Wes the . at of 177 3. wo * 
lowances made by the company to the pre- 
ſidents of Bengal were abundantly ſufficient 
to guarantee them againſt any thing like a 
neceſſity for giving into that pernicious prac- 
tice. The act of parliament which appointed 
4 governor- general i in the place of a preſident, 
as it was extremely particular in enforcing 
the prohibition of thoſe preſents, ſo it was 


equally careful in making an ample proviſion 
for ſupporting the dignity of the office, in 


order to remove all excuſe abt a eu 
encreaſe of- its en 0 6 '} 


r 


Although * on \record, - as EE = 


verbal on. has appeared before your 
com- 


PF 


L SJ 
committee, of preſents. to a large amount 
baving been received by Mr. Haſtings, and 
others, before the year 1775, they were not 
able to find diſtin traces of that practice 
in him, or any one elſe, for a few Fes 05 


'T "M. enquiry - on on foot i in Rene val or- 
4 of the court of directors, in 1775, with 
regard to all corrupt practices, and the vi- 
gour with which they were for ſome time 
purſued, might have given a temporary check 
to the receipt of preſents, or might have 
produced a more effeftual concealment of 
them; and, afterwards, the calamities which 
befel almoſt all who were concerned in the 
firſt diſcoveries, did probably prevent any 
further complaint upon the ſubject: but to- 
wards the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, your com- 
mittee have received much of new and alarm 
ing ad ta po 8 that abuſe. 


- 
* * 


4 


| The firſt traces 4 chad indy 
and obſcurely, in a letter to the court of di- 
rectors, from the governor general, Mr. Haſ-: 
tings, written on the 29th of November 1780. 
It has been ſtated in a former report of your 
committee, That on the 26th of June 1780, 
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121 
' Mr. Haſtings being very earneſt in the pros 
ſecution of a particular operation in the 
Maratta war, in order to remove objections 
to that meaſure, which were made on ac- 
count of the expence of the contingencies, 
he offered to exonerate the company from 


that “charge. Continuing his minute of 


"council, he ſays : © That ſum (a ſum of 
about 23,0007.) I have already depoſited, 


s within a ſmall amount, in the hands of the 


« ſub-creaſurers; and J beg that the board 
e will permit it to be accepted for that ſer- 
* vice. Here he offers in his own perſon ; 
he depoſirs, or pretends that he depoſits, in 
his own perſon ; and, with the zeal of a man 
eager to pledge his private fortune in ſupport 
of his meaſures, he prays that his offer may 
be accepted. Not the leaſt hint that he was 
delivering back to the company, money of 
their own, which he had ſecreted from them. 
Indeed, no man ever made it arequeſt, much 
leſs earneſtly intreated, * begged to be per- 


* mitted,” to pay to any perſons, public or : 


8 A paar 


Ie appeared to your committee, that the 


money offered for that ſervice, which was to 
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5 
Forward the operations of a detachment un» 
der colonel Camac, in an expedition againſt 
one of the Maratta chiefs, was not accepted, 


And your committee, having directed ſearch 


to be made for any ſums of money paid into 
the treaſury by Mr. Haſtings for this ſervice, 
found that, notwithſtanding his aſſertion of 
having depoſited © two lacks of rupees, or 


4 within a trifle of that ſam, in the hands of 


te the ſub-treafurer,” no entry whatſoever of 
that, or any other payment by the governor 
general; was made in the treaſury accounts, 
at or about that time. This. circumſtance 
appeared very ſtriking to your committee, as 
the non - appearance in the company's books 
of the article in queſtion, muſt be owing to 
one or other of theſe four cauſes: that the 
aſſertion of Mr. Haſtings, of his having paid 
in near two lacks of rupees, at that time, was 


not true; or that the ſub-treafurer may re- 


ceive great ſums in peng without entering 


them in the company's treaſury accounts; or 


that the treaſury books themſelves are te - 


cords not to be depended on; or, laſtly, 
that faithful copies of theſe books of ac - 
counts are not tranfmitted to Europe. The 
ny * an entry correſponding with Mr. 
Am Haſtings's 


f.8 1 
 Haſtings's declaration in council, can be at- 


tributed only to one of theſe four cauſes ; 
of which the want of foundation in his re- 
corded aſſertions, though 22990 Man, 2 0 
che eh ge 


© 


» On the * of November following, Mr. 
Haſtings communicated to the court of di- 
rectors ſome ſort of notice of this tranſac- 
tion. In his letter of that date he varies, in 
no ſmall degree, the aſpect under which the 
buſineſs appeared in his minute of conſulta- 
wy tion of the 26th of June. In his letter he 
MY - 2 to the directors, The ſubject is now 
= become obſolete z the fair hopes which I 
had built upon the proſecution of the Ma- 
<«'ratta war have been "blaſted by the dread- 
ful calamities which have befallen your 
BE: - * preſidency of Fort Saint George; and 
1 c changed the object of our purſuit, from 
T1. * the aggrandizemett of your power to its 
=; 4 preſervation.” After thus confeſſing, or 
1 rather boaſting, of his motives to the Maratta 
1 war,; he proceeds: My preſent reaſon for 
„ reverting to my own conduct, on the oc» 

Ex: te caſion which I have mentioned, (namely, 
8 n a ſum of money for the compa! 


LO : „ 
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67 8 fervied « js to obviate the falſe ble 
& fons, or purpoſed miſrepreſentations, which 
« may be made of it, either as an artifice of 
* * oftentation, or the effect of corrupt influences 

by aſſuring you, that the money, by what- 


4 ever means it came into thy poſſeſſion, was no. 


&« my own ; that I had myſelf no right to it 
& nor would or could have received it, but 


© for the occaſſon which prompted me to 


* avail myſelf of the accidental means whicl 


te were at that inſtant afforded me, of ae- 
« cepting and converting it to the property 
and uſe of the company: and with this 


4 nag apology T ſhall diſmiſs the thek 


The dee is brick indeed, conſidering 
the nature of the tranſaction; and, what is 


more material than its length or its ſhorts 
neſs, it is in all points unfatisfaftory.” The 
matter becomes, if poſſible, more obfeurs by - 
his explanation. Here was money received 
by Mr. Haſtings, which, according to his 6wn - 
judgment, he had no right to receive: it was 


money which „(but for the occaſion r 
« prompted bim) he could not have ac 
cepted:“ it was money which. came into his, 


e _—_ his into the OY hands, by 
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ways and. means undeſcribed, and fam per- 
ſons unnamed; pet, though apprehenſive of 

. falſe concluſions, and pwrpoſed miſrepreſen- 
tations, he gives his. employers no inſight 
whatſoever i into a matter which, of all others, 
ſtood in the e a full and clear £ 
n on. 


8 . 


3 be chuſes to omit this oflentiab 
point, he expreſſes the moſt anxious ſolicitude 


#: d clear himſelf of che charges that might be 


* 


made againſt him, of the artifices of oſtenta- 

tion, and of corrupt influence. To diſcover, 

if poſſible, the ground for apprehending ſuch 

imputations, your committee adverted to the 

circumſtances in which he ſtood at the time: 
they found that this letter was diſpatched 

about the time that Mr. Francis took his pa 

ſage for England ; his fear of miſrepreſenta . 

tion may therefore allude to ſomething. which 

paſſed in converſation between him and, that 

„ HARON was made. 


3 88 the mere 1 TY 
offer, to give an ill turn to it. The al. 
as it ſtands on the minute, is not only diſin- 5 
n bat generous, and public-@irired-: 
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_ Tf Mr. Haſtings apprehended miſrepreſenta- 
tion from Mr. Francis, or from any other 
'perſon, your committee conceive that he did 


not employ proper means for defeating the 
ill deſigns of his adverſaries. * On the con- 
trary, the courſe he has taken, in his letter to 


the court of directors, is calculated to ex- 3 | 


cite doubts and ſuſpicions in minds the molt 


favourably diſpoſed to him. Some degree of 


oſtentat ion is not extremely blameable, at a 
time when a man advances largely from his 


Private fortune towards the public ſervice. 


It is human infirmity at the worſt, and only 


detracts ſomething from the luſtre of an ac- 


tion in itſelf meritorious, The kind of often- 


tation which is criminal, and criminal only 
becauſe it is fraudulent, is where a perſon, 
makes a ſhew of giving, when in reality he 
does not give. This impoſition is criminal 


more or leſs, according to the circumſtances. 


But if the money received to furniſh ſuch a 
_. pretended gift, is taken from any third per- 


ſor, without right to take it, a new guilt, 


and guilt of a much worſe quality and de- 
ſeription, is incurred; The governor- general, 

in order to keep elear of oſtentation, on the 

- 29th of November 1780, declares, That the 
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. 
Fo. of money which be offered on the 26th | 
of the £2 at OM June as his own, was. nat 
his own, and that he had no right to it. 
_ Clearing himſelf of vanity, he convicts him- 


{elf of deceit, and of — 


an . T3 


- was to clear himſelf of carrupt influence, Of 
* oſtentation he ſtands completely acquitted 
in the month of N ovember, however he 


month of June: but, with regard to the 


"Ep other part of the apprehended charge, name- 


4 ly, corrupt influence, he gives NO ſatisfactory 
- folution—a great ſum of money © not his 


te own??—money to which © he had no right”. 
money which came into his poſſeſſion by 


+ whatever means :”—if this be not money ob- 
- tained by corrupt influence, or by ſomething 


worle, that-is, by violence or terror, it 
. - will be difficult to fix upon circumſtances 
which can furniſh a preſumption of unjuſti- 


fable uſe of power and influence in the ac- 
uiſition of profit. The laſt part of the 
0 . that he had, converted this mo- 
ney (“ which he had no right to receive“) 


# 
7 
* 


— 


„ "might have been faulty in that reſpect in the 


7 -Þ . — company's uſe (ſo far as your com- 
bw Si 3 Ws £2 " =. 4. Yu . /" = : 4 1 1 : 
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mittee can diſcover) does no where appeas, 
He ſpeaks, in the minute of the 26th of 8 


June, as having hen actually depoſited it 
For the company's ſervice. . In the letter of 
November, he ſays, that he converted it to the 
company's property: but there is no trace, in 
the company's books, of its being ever 


brought to their credit in the expenditure. for 
any ſpecific ſervice, even if any ſuch entry 


and expenditure could juſtify him in taking 


money which he had, by his own enn 
0 © no Fogel to receive,” 


The diecfters appear to have been de- 
ceived by this repreſentation ; and, in their 
letter of January, 1782, conſider the money 


as actually paid into their treaſury, Even 
under their error, concerning the application 
of the money, they appear rather alarmed 
khan ſatisfied, with the brief apology of the 


governor general. They conſider the whole 
| proceeding as extraordinary and myſterious. 


They, however, do not condemn it with any 


remarkable aſperity: after admitting, that he 


might be induced to a temporary ſecrecy, 
reſpecting the members of the board, from a 
3 of their reſiſting the propoſed applica- 


or any e of * m v0 


1 1 J 


tan uſe; yet they write to the go- 
vernor general and council as follows: It 
| «© does not appear to us, that there could be 
any real neceſſity for delaying to commu- 
nicate to us immediate information of the 
0 ebannel by which the money came into Mr. 

| % Haſtings's poſſeſſion, with a complete illu- 

« tration of the cauſe or cauſes of ſo extra» 
#6 ordinary an event.” And again: The 
means propoſed of defraying the extra 
« expences, are very extraordinary ; and the 
cc money, we conceive, muſt have come into 
«his hands by an anuſual channel; and when 
A more complete information comes before 
| us, we ſhall give our ſentiments fully on 
53 « the tranſaction. And, ſpeaking of this | 
And other monies under a fimilar deſeription, 
ſtzcey ſay: We ſhall ſuſpend our judgment, 
without approving it in the leaſt degree, 
« or proceeding to cenſure our governor ge- 
_ * neral for this tranſaction.“ The expectations 
_ entertained by the directors of a more com- 
plete explanation, were natural, and their 
__ expreſſion tender and temperate. But the 


5 more complete information which they na- 
„ 42g 3 e r have to 2 "OT | 
i. 2 


* 


* 
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Mr. Haſtings wrote two more letters to tile 
fecret.committee of the court of directors, in 

which he mentions this tranſaction. The firſi 

dated (as he aſſerts, and a Mr. Larkins ſwears) 


on the 22d of May 1782; the laſt, which 


accompanied it, ſo late as the 16th of De- 
eember in the ſame year. Though ſo long an 


interval. lay between the tranſaction of the 


| 26th of June 1780, and the middle of De- 
cember 1782 (upwards of two years), no fur- 


ther ſatisfaction is given. He has written, 
ſince the receipt of the above letter of the 


court of directors (which demanded, what 
they had a right to demand, a clear explana- 
tion of the particulars of this ſum of money, 


which he had no right to receive), without 


giving them any further ſatisfaction. Inſtead 


of explanation or apology, he aſſumes a tone 


of complaint and reproach to the directors 


- 


2 


He lays before them a kind of an account of 


preſents received, to the amount of upwards 


of 200,000 J. ſome at a conſiderable diſtance 
of time, and which had: not been HP 
 copamunicated, to the company. 


In the letter which accompanied that very 


extraordinary account, which then for the firſt 


| time 


„ * 


ET 
© the appeared; be diſcovers no ſmall ſolici- 
made to clear himſelf from the imputation of 
having theſe diſcoveries drawn from him by 
the terrors of the parliamentary enquiries then 
on foot. To remove all ſuſpicion of ſuch a 
motive for making theſe diſcoveries, Mr. 
Earkins ſwears, in an affidavit made before 
Mr. Juſtice Hyde, bearing even date with the 
letter which accompanies the account, that is, 
of the 16th of December 1782, that this let- 
ter had been written by him on the 22d of 
May, ſeveral months before it was diſpatched! 
Ik appears that Mr. Larkins, who makes this 
voluntary affidavit, is neither ſecretary to the 
_ board, nor Mr. Haſtings's private ſecretary, | 
oor an officer of the ie. of * | 


1 - 
* N 1 


Mr. Haſtings » was deer; that a W 
would inevitably ariſe, How he came to delay 
the ſending intelligence of ſo very intereſting 

à nature from May to December? He there- 
fore thinks it neceſſary to account for ſo ſuſpi- 

cious a citcumſtance. He tells rf directors, 
chat the diſpatch of the Lively having been 

<< protracted from time to/ time, the accom- 

© panying addreſs, which was originally de- 


+ Tn” aa ach for that Siber at 
Fs *". cx" o "9 


* 


11 a * 
Ul ng other fince occurring, has, of courſe, been 
& thus long delayed.” 


The governor Ss © letter is . . 0 


22d May, and the N eſolution was the laſt ſhip 


| of the ſeaſon, diſpatched for Europe. The 
| public letters to the directors are dated the 


gth May ; but it appears, by the letter of the 
commander of the ſhip, that he did not re- 
ceive his diſpatches from Mr. Loyd, then at 


EKeqjeree, until the 26th May: and alfo, that 


the. pilot was not diſcharged from the thip 


until the 11th June. Some of theſe preſents ' 
(now for the firſt time acknowledged) had 


been received eighteen months preceding the 


date of his letter — none leſs than four months: 
fo. that, in fact, he might have ſent this ac- 


count by all the ſhips of that ſeaſon: but the 
governor general . choſe. to write this letter 


thirteen days after the determination i in counn- 
. .. 


i dee, Lemme ale be n 
ommunication whatſoever, to his colleagues 


in office, of thoſe extraordinary tranſactions. 
ph Nothing appears on the records of the coun- 
.. : _— ey 2 | * * the 1 z nor is the 


„ 


. 


5 fat. 
- tranſmiiffion of this account mentioned in the 
general letter to the court of directors, but in 
a letter from himſelf to their ſecret committee, 
confifting generally of two perfons, but ar 
moſt of three. It is to be obſerved, that the 
governor general flates, That the difpatch 
of the Lively had been protracted from time 
« to time: that this d:lay was of no public 
<« conſequence ; but that it produced a fitua- 
tion which; with reſpect to himſelf, he re- 
< garded as unfortunate, becauſe it expoſed 
e him to the meaneſt imputations, from the 
4 gebaſion which the late parliamentary en 
« quiries have fitice furniſmed; but which 
were unknown wbem his letter was WI. 
„ten.“ If the governot general thought his 
mene expoſed him to the meaneft impurations,. 
he had the means in his own power of avoid- 
ing thoſe inputations he might have ſerr 
. this letter, dated the 22d May, by the Refo- 
lation. Fer we find; that in à letten ſtom cap- 
ain hs oy of the 26th May, he ftates it 
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from the ſecretary of the council, Mr. Auriol, 
requeſting an order of council to the maſter 
attendant, to furniſh a ſioop to carry down 
thoſe cables; which order was accordingly 
iſſued on the 3oth May. There requires no 
other proof, to ſhew that the governor gene- 
ral had the means of ſending this letter ſeven 
days after he wrote it, inſtead of delaying it 
for near ſeven months; and becauſe no con- 


veyance had offered. Your committee muſt - 


alſo remark, That the conveyance by land to 
Madras was certain, and, whilſt ſuch important 
operations were carrying on both by ſea and 
land upon the coaſt, that diſpatehes would be 


ſent to the Admiralty, or to the company, was N 


TOE I | 


if the. 2 of 5 Ry May had op bound 
in the liſt of packet ſent by the Reſolution, 
the governor general would have eſtabliſhed, 

in a ſatisfactory manner, and far beyond the 
effect of any affidavit, thar the letter had been 
written at the time of the date. It appears, 
that the Reſolution, being on her voyage to 
England, met with ſo ſevere a gale of wind, as 
to be obliged to put back to Bengal, and to 


N unload her, . event makes no dif- 


Ks - ference 
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\Reence i in the ſtate of the tranſaction. IWhat- | 


ever the cauſe of theſ- new diſcoveries might 


| have been, at the time of ſeriding them the 


fact of the Pro enquiry was s pub- 


licly known, 


In the letter of the above date Mr. "oY 


tings laments the mortification of being re- 


duced to take precautions to ee his re- 
6e putation from diſhonour. If I had 


_*©(fays he) at any time pofſeſſed that degree 
et of confidence from my immediate employers, 
which they have never withheld from the 
_ * meaneſt of my predeceſſors, 1 ſhould have 

, diſdained to uſe theſe attentions.” | $f, 


Who the meanef of Mr. Haſtings's 3 


5 ceſiors were, does not appear to your com- 
mittee; nor are they able to diſcern the 


ground of propriety ot decency for his aſ- 


7 Tuming to bimſclf a right to call any of them 


mean perſons, But if fuch mean perſons 


| 5 bave poſſ-fled that degree of confidence from 
1 his immediate employers, which for ſo N 


_ years he had not poſiciſed . af any time,” 
- ferences muſt be drawn from thence very un- 5 


favourable to one or r the other of thi 
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or perhaps to both. The attentions which 
he practiſes, and diſdains, can in this caſe be 
of no ſervice to himſelf, his employers, or 
the public: the only attention at all effectua 
towards extenuating, or in ſome degree 
atoning for, the guilt of having taken money 
from individuals illegally, was to be full and 
fair in his confeſſion of all the particulars of 
his offence. This might not obtain that con- 
fidence which at no time he has enjoyed but 
ſtill the company and the nation might de: 
rive eſſential benefit from it: the direftors 
might be able to afford redreſs to the ſuffer- 
ers; and by his laying open the concealed 
channels of abuſe, means might be furniſhed 
for the better diſcovery, and poſſibly for the 
"T9 prevention, or at leaſt for the reſtraint, of 2 
practice of the moſt dangerous nature; a 
practice, of which the mere achipase, 
without the means of detection, muſt ever 
| Prove, as hitherto it had kl alcogecher 
_ frivolous, 


| Your committee, nnn cling 60 long 
2 time had elapſed without any of that in- 
| forniation which the directors expected, and 
erceiving that this receipt of ſyms of mo- 


1 8 
mas under colour of gift, ſeemed a grow- 
ay agent, major Scott. They had found, 
on former occaſions, that this gentleman was 
Furniſhed with much more early, and more 
complete intelligence of the company's affairs 
ip India, than was thought proper for the 


court of directors; they therefore examined 


him concerning every particular ſum of 
money, the receipt of which Mr. Haſtings 
| had confeſſed in his account. It was to their 
ſurprize that Mr. Scott profeſſed bimſelf per- 
fectly uninſtructed upon almoſt every part 
of the ſubje&, though the expreſs object of 
his miſſion to England was to clear up ſuch 
matters as might be objected to Mr. Haſtings; 
and for that purpoſe he had early qualified 
| himſelf, by the production to your committee 
of his powers of agency. The ignorance in 
which Mr. Haſtings has left his agent was 
the more ſtriking, becauſe he muſt have 


been morally certain, that, if his conduct i in Ro 


theſe points ſhould have eſcaped animadver- 


600 from the court of Aren, it muſt be- | 
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mentions his fears, that thoſe parliamentary 
enquiries might be thought to have extorted 


om him the confeſſions which he had made. 


Four boni been! entering ol | 
2 more ſtri& examination concerning the two 


| Hicks of rupees which Mr. Haſtings declares 


he had no tight to rake, but had taken, fromm 
ſome perfon then unknown, major Scott re- 
collected, that Mr. Haſtings had, in a letter 
of the 7th of December 1782 (in which he 
refers to ſome former letter), acquainted him 
with the natne of the perſon from whom he 
had received theſe two lacks of rupees, men- 
tioned in the minute of June 1780—It turned 
out to be the rajah of Benares, WO 
runate . Sing. EO 


In the fingle inſtance in which Mr. Scott 
ſeemed to poſſeſs intelligence in this matter, 
he is preferred to the court of directors. Under 
theit cenſure, as Mr. Haſtings was, and as 
he felt himſelf to be, for not informing them 
of the channel in which he received that mo- 

hey, he perſeveres obſtinately and contemptu- 
" to conceal. it from them; though he / 
EE thought: 
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Your committee were extremely ſtruck 
with this intelligence. They were totally un- 
acquainted with it, when they preſented to 
the houſe the fupplement to their ſecond 
report, on the affairs of Cheyt Sing. A 
gift received by Mr. Haſtings from the rajah 
of Benares gave riſe, in their minds, to ſeri- 
+ ous reflections on the condition of the princes 
of India ſubjected to the Britiſn authority. 
Mr. Haſtings was, at the very time of his re- 
. ceiving..this gift, in the courſe of making, 


unfounded and unjuſtifiable, and conſtantly 
growing in proportion as they were ſubmitted 


to. To theſe demands the rajah of Benares, 
_ beſides his objections in point of right, con- 
_ Kantly fer up 2. plea of poverty. Preſents 
from perſons who hold up poverty. as a 
mield againſt extortion, can ſcarcely, in'any 
- - Cafe; be conſidered as gratuitous, whether 
| 2 plea of poverty be true or falſe. In this 
-. caſes; the preſents might have been beſtowed, 
e an * leaſh with a ra. 


on the rajah of Benares, a ſeries of demands, 
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1 28 ] 
tional hope, of ſome mitigation i in the 6p... 
preſſive requiſitions that were made by Mr. 
Haſtings: for, to give much voluntarily, 
when it is known that much will be taken | 
away forcibly, is à thing abſurd and impoſ- 7 
ſible; On the other hand, the acceptance of | 
that gift-by Mr. Haſtings muſt have pledged 
a tacit faith for ſome degree of indulgence _ 
ards the donor: if it was a free gift, gra- 
ütude, if it was a bargain, juſtice obliged 
him to it. If, on the other hand; Mr. Haf- 


| tings originally deſtined” (as he ſays he did) 


this money, given to himſelf ſecretly and for 
his private emolument, tothe uſe of the 


company, the company's favour, to whom 
purchaſed by it. In honour and juſtice, he 
bound and pledged himſelf for that power 
| which was to profit by the gift, and to pro- 
fit too in the ſucceſs of an expedition which 
Mr. Haſtings thought ſo. neceſſary to their 
aggrandiſement; The unhappy man found 
his money accepted, but no favour acquired, 
8 | on the part either of e 
; | Haſtings: 


F 
- * Þ . = 
o L * wo ; 3 n . 7 * 8 F 
z 28 pF * N * 5 
* wr - 4 3 
A a 1 3 : : 1 
; 0 ; Su 1 | . aa bg] 
5 LO "HMM * f - «FP 
Ry | S * 5 x D * 9 
: 8 . 
* 2 3 
— 2 * 
* * * 
- 2 a 
i : 4 
1 5 by. 
PF: * 
= : 


a>" 
"TS IIS 
#4 


Loo 
: Tour committee have, in another report, 
= ſtated to the houſe, That Mr. Haſtings at- 
AF tributed the extremity of diſtreſs which the 
| detachments under coloneF Camac had ſuf- 
fered, and the great deſertions which enfued 
on that expedition, to the want of punctuali- 
ty of the rajah in making payment of one 
of the ſums which had been extorted from 
him; and this want of punctual payment 
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was afterwards aſſigned as a principal reaſon 

4 for the ruin of this prince. Your commit- 

= tee have ſhewn to the houſe, by a compariſon 

i „ vf facts and dates, that this charge is wholly 

1 1 without foundation. But if the cauſe of co- . 

1 lonel Camac's failure had been true, as to the 

1 ; ſam which was the obje& of -the public de- 

| mand, the failure could not be attributed to 

| the rajah, when he had on the infant pri- | 

ll 5 vately furniſhed at leaſt 23, 000 l. to Mr. . 

. HFaſtings; that is, furniſned the identical! 

1 money, which he tells us (but carefully con- 
| E cealing the name of the giver) he had from 


the beginning deſtined, as he afterwards pub- 
5 licly offered, for this very expedition of 
3 © colonel Camac's. T he complication of fraud 
A and r in the traaſaktion admits of few 


uns — 9 
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ä 
parallels. Hr. Haſtings, at the coun cill 3 


of Bengal, diſplays himſelf as a zealous ſer- 


vant of the company, bountifully giving 


from his own fortune; and in his letter to the 
directors (as he ſays himſelf) as going out of 


the ordinary roads for their advantage; and 
all this on the credit of ſupplies, derived from 
the gift of a man, whom he treats with the 
utmoſt ſeverity,” and whom he accuſes, in this 
particular, of diſaffection to the e $ 
| beg and 8 | | 


With 430800 8 of the rajah's money in 


his pocket, he perſecutes him to his deſtruc- 8 
tion; aſſigning for a reaſon, that his reliance» 
on the rajah's faith, and his breach of it, 


were the principal cauſes that 20 other provi- 
ſion was made for the detachment, on the 
ſpecific expedition to which the rajah's ſpe- 


ciic money was to be applied: the rajah 


had given it to be diſpoſed of by Mr. Haſ- 


tings; and if it was not diſpoſed of in the beſt 
manner for the accompliſhing his objects, the 8 


accuſer 5 is FARE ene 


'To cake money for the rerbaaliics of a 
| zien demand, would have been corrupt only: 
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L 88 J | 
but to urge unjuſt public demands; to ac- 
cept private pecuniary fayours in the courſe 
of thoſe demands; and, op the pretence of 
delay or refuſal, without mercy to perſecute a | | 
benefactor z to refuſe to hear his remonſtran- 
ces; to arreſt him in his capital, in his pa- 
lace, in the face of all the people; - thus to : 
give occaſion to an inſurrection, and, on pre- 
text of that inſurrection, to refuſe all treaty 
dor explanation; to drive him from his go» 
vernment and his country; to proſeribe him 
in a general amneſty; and to ſend him all 
aver. ladia, a fugitive. to. publiſh the ſhame 
of Britiſh government ig all the nations ta 
whom he ſucceſſively fled for refuge ;—theſs 
4 are proceedings to which, for the honour of 8 
© Human nature, it is hoped few parallels are 
to be found in hiſtory; and in which the il+ 
legality and corruption of ho 008 form the 
Kath Irn of the {leg ps 


Sch * "Rs account of jos fiſt fm con- : 
: Fes ta be taken as a preſent by Mr. Haſ- 
tings, ſince the year 1775 and ſuch are its 
- conſequences, Mr. Haſtings apologizes for 
this ation, by declaring, © that he would got 
« hore received the arr. but for the ce 
; | 2 with © 


* Y 
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I 29 J 25 
«which. prompted him to avail himſelf of 
< xhe aceidental means which were at that 
e inſtant afforded. him, of accepting and con- 
ce yerting it to the uſe of the company.” By 
this account he conſiders: the act as excuſ- 
able only by the particular occalior 
temptation of accidental means, and by the 
ſuggeſtion of the infant. How far this is the 
caſe, appears by the very next paragraph of 
this letter, in which the account is given, 


and in which the apology is made. If theſe 


were his ſentiments in June 1780, they laſted 
but à very ſhort. time: his peace e means 


ea 8 gms habicual,* 


70 point out 5k e the foiri 
5 the ſecond money tranſaction to which 
vour committee adverted, which is repre» 
| ſented by Mr. Haſtings as having ſome © af- 
6 finity with the former anecdote” (for in this 
light kind of phraſe he chuſes to expreſs 
himſelf to his maſters), your committee think 
it neceſſary to ſtate to the houſe, that the 
buſineſs, namely, this buſineſs, which was the 
| ſecond. object of their enquiry, appears in 
three different papers, and in three different 
5 way on „ of theſe authorities, in 
i every 


- 


WE * 
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every one of which Mr. Haſtings is himſelf 
_ - the voucher, if one of the three be true, the 
| eg eo Ps f 


Tbeſe oldies. which your com- 
mittee has accurately compared, are, firſt, his 
Minutes on the conſultations : ſecondly, his 
letter to the court of directors, on the 29th 
of November 1780: thirdly, his account, 


. on the 16th of e 1782. 


er ts "© AB ir as firſt dy: 


caſion for ſecrecy. Mr. Francis was on his 


paſſage to Europe; Mr. Wheler was alone 


left, who no longer diſſented from any thing: 


Mr. Haſtings was in effect himſelf the whole 

Council. He declared, that he had diſburſed . 

. three lacks of rupees, that is, thirty-four 
thouſand five hundred pounds, in ſecret ſer- 
vices; which having (he ſays) © been ad- 


vanced from my own private caſh, I req 


that ow fame may Fn ew 


8 * following 


| pts to Cheyt Sing, and which is juſt 
_ reported, that is, on the gth of January 
1781, Mr. Haſtings produced a demand to 
the council for money of his own, - expended 
for the company's ſervice. Here was no o- 


1 


ER oo 
« following manner: he -accordingly de 
fires three bonds, for a lack af ſicca rupees 
each, to be given. to him in two of the com- 
pany's ſubſcriptions; one to bear intereſt on 
the 8 per cent. loan, the other two in the 4 
per cent. The bonds were ante-dated to the 
beginning of the preceding October. 
On the gth of the ſame month, that is, on 
the gth of January 1781, the three bonds 
were accordingly ordered: ſo far the whole 
tranſaction appears clear, and of a piece. Pri- 
vate money is ſubſcribed, and a public ſe- 
curity is taken for it. When the company 3 
treaſury accounts are compared with the pro- 
ceedings of their council general, a perfect 
correſpondence alſo appears. The three 
bonds are then entered to Mr. Haſtings, and 
he is credited for principal and intereſt on 
them, in the exact terms of the order. So 
far the official accounts; which, becauſe of 
their perfect harmony, are conſidered as clear 
and conkiſtent evidence to one body of fact. 


Tbe ſecond fort of e relative to 
2 theſe bonds (though the firſt in order of 
| _ is Mr. Haſtings' $ letter of the 29th of 
244 November 
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Novernber 1780. It is written between the 
time of the expenditure of the money for the 


company's uſe, and the taking of the bonds. 


Here, for the firſt time, a very material dif- 
ference appears; and the difference is the 
more ſtriking, becauſe Mr. Haſtings claimed 
the whole money as his own, and took bonds 
for it as ſuch, after this repreſentation. The 


letter to the company diſcovers, that part of 


the money (the whole of which be had de- 
clared on record to be his own, and for which 
he had taken bonds) was not his, but the 
property of his maſters, from whom he had 
taken the ſecurity. It is no leſs remarkable, 
that the letter, which repreſents the money 
as belonging to the company, was: written 


about ſix weeks before the minute of council, 


in which he claims that money as his ow. 


Ks this letter on which ee ta 
remarks IE: A Bt Pata 


Mr. Haſtings, . giving his es foo 
. application of the three lacks of rupees, 
and for his having for ſome time concealed the 
25 ſays: Two Thirds of that ſum I have 
- © raiſed y my own credit, and ſhall charge it 
in 8 account 3 ths other J I | 
1 have 


5 E 95S 
<< have ſupplied from the caſh in my Mets, 
Fr e to the honourable company.“ 


15 


The houſe will ers; that, in Novem- 
him he tells the directors, that he ſhall 


charge. only Two Thirds in his official ae. 
counts: in the following January he charges 


the Whole. For the other Third (although he 
admitted that to belong to the company) we 
2 ſeen that he Wen a bond to 


*þ Iri is ngterigh = be tells Ms company; 
in his letter, that theſe two lacks. of rupees. 


were raiſed on bis credit. His letter to the 


council ſays, that they were advanced from 
his private caſb. What he raiſes on his credit 
may, on a fair conſtruction, be conſidered as 
his own: but in this too he fails; for it is 
certain he has never transferred hae bonds 
to any creditor; nor has he ſtated any ſum 
he has paid, or for which he ſtands indebted, 
on that account, to any ſpecific perſon. In- 
deed, it was out of his power; for the firſt 
two thirds of the money, which he formerly 
ſtated as raiſed upon his credit, he now con- 


feſſes t e been from the beginning the 


rer and therefore could 


not 
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n 
Bot have ban raiſed es. his prizes eres, or 


45-effentially from both. In bis haſt, or third 
at ;/which is a Ratement of all the ſums 


be. bas meceired in an extraordinery manner, 
| and confeſtd to be the company's property, 


be. mirs the items of his firſt account 5 
and, inftead of allowing the company but one 


_ third, and claiming two thirds for himſelf, 


Ho enten tus of the bonds, cach. for à lack 
a copres,. as; belonging to the company: 
of the rbied bond, which appeary Þ diſtintly 
* the” conſultations, and in che Aa 
is bed, Hubs, 3 * 
ence; und u explanation whatſoever con- 
eertüng it is given: Mr. Haſtings ſeems not 
yet to have decided to whoſe account ãt ought 


0 be placed In this manner his debt to the 


company, or the company's to him, is jufb 
what he chinks ft. . 


ok Can ola ee 
is eee 


To 8 3 1 3 p- 
dude af this third bond, given with the 
two others in January 1781, and ante- dated 
to the beginniag of October, Mr. Haſtings, 

in the above-mentioned general account, ſub+ 
clone to his letter of the 22d May 1782, has 
bropghe © Uh W 3 e a wow Gap 


This bond is for ed wr was bs tab 
fram the company (and ſo it appears on their 
treaſury accounts) on the 2gd of November 
1760. He took no notice of this when, in 
January following, he called upon his oõ Wa 
council for the chree others. What is more 
extraordinary, he was equally ſilent with ref 
gard to it when, only fix days after its date, 
he wrote, concerning the ſubject of the three 
other bonds, to the court of directors: yet 
now it comes out, that that bond alſo was 
taken by Mr; Haſtings from the company, 
for money which he declares he had received 
on the company's account; and that he en: 
tered. himſelf - as creditor, when he ought 40 


e. 3 
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| ae this money * Whih Mr. Haſtings 
' muſt have obtained in ſoine clandeſtine and 
: irregular mode; but they could obtain no 
information of the perſons from whom it was 


taken, nor of the occaſion or pretence of tak · 
ing this large ſum; nor does any minute of 
council appear for its application to any ſer- 


vice. The Whole of the tranſaction ee 
ever it was) relative to this TA 
with the th ickeſt obſeuriry. 
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® Mr. He 746 palliars the ame 


conduct, declares, that he has not received 
any inte 


ſt on theſe bonds; and that he has 
Indorſed them as not belonging to himſelf, 
but to the company. As to the firſt part of 


. _this allegation, whether he received the in- 


8 , or let it remain in arrear, is a matter of 
Hadifference, as he entitled himſelf to it; and, | 
0 far as the legal ſecurity he has taken — 
he may, whenever he pleaſes, diſpoſe both of 
prineipal and intereſt. What he has indorſed 
on the bonds, or when he made the indorſe- 
ment, or whether in fact he has made it at all, 
"are matters known only to bimfelf: for the 
_ bonds. 0 be in ed poli and are no 
where 
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| | * ; 
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bete by him Rated to be giren vp" 2 
celled; which is a thing Ley remarkable, 
when he confeſſes that he Bad tio! 4 to api 
we netz. ae ee en OF 
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ids e- but a part er as ac- 

"of private receipts of money by Mr. 
Haſtings, formerly paid into the treaſury as 
"Ki own property, and no- allowed not to be 
#6.” This account brings i into view other very 
rethatkable” matters of” a "fimilar' nature and 
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in the public records, : a ſum of not leſs than 
1250 7 is ſet to bis credit as a depofit for his 
private account, paid in by him into the 
treaſury in geld, and-coined at the company's 
mint. This appears, in the account furniſhed 
to the directors, under the date of May 1782, 
not to be laufully his money, and he there- 
fore transfers it to the company's 8 credit — it 
ſtill remains as 1 rias 48 + 1 
16 n Yet CCleaner Wt 
That . 15018 may be d of "oy na- 
, ute of this article of depoſit, it may not be 
improper to late, that the company receive 
| 11 their treafury the caſh of private perſons, 
fy EO 3 


TE ls 88) 


2 


bee, Ae On dis no in- 


* 


tereſt is paid, and the party depoſiting bas a 


right to receive it upon demand. Under this 
head: of account, no public money is ever en- 


ure of the real proprietor (which he makes 
10 be che ;company), bas given any informa- | 
tion of the perſons from whom this money 
had been received. Mr. Scott was applied to 


by your committee, bot could pot give any 
more- ſatisfaction in this een e e 


. e ee a ee 
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Tbe ite of the accountof 1 2200 e 


tered,” Mr. Haſtings, neither at making the 
depot as his on, nor at the time of his diſ. 


* 


y's ſervice. No ſervice is ſpecified, ditect- 
ex by any reference, en this * _ 
el money has _ow applied. 
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Choo lericles follow ehis, 
the May account, C to about e 
Theſe. articles are called receipts for Durbay | 
2 | th f 


* 


\ 


1 
f che particulars, contains various expences, i. 


cluding bounties and. preſents made by go- 
vernment, chicfly in the foreign department: 
dut in the laſt account he confeſſes that this 
fum alſo is not his, but the company's pro- 
perty; but, as in all b 
carefully conceals the means by which he ac- 
quired the money, the time of his taking it, 
and the perſons from whom it was taken. 
This is the more extraordinary, berauſe, in 
looking over the journals and ledgers of the 
nerally ſmall and complimental), were pre- 
oP 1 with the name io us _ 


* F 5 J 7 F:: 


& Durbar „ e e ee 
month, nd che ſum, as Rated in the accον 
of May 22d; to be indeed paid in; bur chere 
it 0 Hedge appliotion whatſoever enero, 
The account of the eee dat. 
 "deſtinely. received, as ſtated on the azad of 
May 17824. (aud 3 
Mir, Hs yoke to.that. time 8 en 


* * ” 
. F< SE Þ $f LS 


( 42] 
2 the whole to 
upwatds of ninety-three: thouſand pounds 
E N 


mh 


o loaſely accounted for i if the money taken 
from the rajah of Benares be added (as it 
ought), it will raiſe the ſum to- upwards. of 
S#Gaad/2vafs 'the:11;600/. bond in October 
he added, ĩt will he upwards of 128, ooo /. re- 
_ccived in a ſeeret manner by Mr. Haſtings, 
in about one year and five months. To all 

theſe; he adds another ſum of one hundred 
pounds, received as a preſent from 
6457 =" e. E . 8 


. 
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* & 


1 e committee end, han this laſt i is the 
e che. giver, of which Mr. Haſtings 


; e thaught proper to declare. It is to be 
. 


money - dealer . ee a. Benares, bo 
| has alto ; * hauls; at Calcutta 3 he is called 


| ende i e * orher caſes. Sf Ts 
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With regard to the application of this laſt 
um of money; which is ſaid to be carried to 
the durbar charges of April 1782, your com- 
mittee are not enabled to make any-obſerva- 
tions on it, as the aceount of that en has 
e llocnaths HR Ht £7 2 


You committee FLARE in W ies 
remarked fully upon moſt of the circum- 
ſtances of this extraordinary tranſaction. Here 


they only bring ſo much of theſe circum- 


. ſtances again into view, as may ſerve to throw 
light upon the true nature of the ſums. of | 
money taken by Britiſh ſubjects in power, 
under the name of preſents; and to ſhew how 


far they are entitled to that deſcription, in 


any ſenſe which can fairly imply, io the pre- 
tended donors, either willingneſs or ability 
parties who are not yet diſcovered, may be 
conjectured from the ſtate of thoſe who have 
been made known: as far as that ſtate any 

where appears, their generoſity is found in 
proportion, not to the opulence they poſſeſs, 


or to the favours they receive, but to the indi- 


gence they feel, and the inſults they are ex- 


poſed to. The houſe will particularly attend 
1 15 g F. ; f — to 


+ 
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to the ſituation of the principal giver, the bo- 
bab of Oude. ne ih 2 


W & : 4 


*. When e knife figs bey had pene- 

« trated to the bone, and T was ſurrounded 

« with ſuch heavy diſtreſſes that 1 could no 

* . live in eee 1 wrote you an 
- account of "wry difficulties ten Rod 


which I have received to it 
js foch, that it has given me inexpreſſi ible 
« grief and affliction. I never had the leaſt 
idea or expectation from you and the coun- 
* ci], that you would ever have given your 
— orders in ſo afflicting a manner, in which 
« you never before wrote, and which I could 
1 nor have imagined.— As I am reſolved to 
A '« obey your orders, and directions of the 
oy council,” without any delay, as long as 1 
55 « live, I have, agreeably to thoſe orders, de- 
p hs * up all my private papers to him (the 
_**Telident), that when he ſhall have exa- 
: 4 mined my receipts and expences, he m 
ic fate obatever remains. As 1 know it to 
be my duty to ſatisfy you, the company, 
4 ahd council, I have not failed to obey in 
"a wy inſtance; N him that it 
8 3 bag 


2. 
— 


* 
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ny neceſſary expences; there being no other 


funds but thoſe for the expences of my 
& mutſeddies, houſehold expences, and ſer- 
«.yants, &c. He demanded theſe in ſuch 


e a manner, that, being remedileſs, 3 was 


& obliged, to comply with what he required. 
10 He has accordingly Popped the penfions of 
«my old ſervants for thirty years, whether 
« ſepeys, muiſeddies, or houſehold ſervants, and 


| « the expences of ny ſamily and kitchen, toge- 
*+ ther. with the Jaghiers of my grandmother, 
* mother, and aunts, and of my brothers and 


© dependants, which were for their ſupport.” 
I had raiſed 1,300 horſe, and three batta- 


lions of ſepoys, to attend upon me; but, 


« as ] have no reſources to ſupport them, 1 
& have been obliged to remove the people 


ſtationed in the mahals Idiſtricts], and to 
© ſend his people [the reſident's people] into 
* the mahals; ſo that I have not now one 
4 ſingle ſervant about me. Should I mention 
to what further difficulties J have been re- 

5 duced, it would lay me open to con- 
e tempt. 


* other parts. of ps log retnonſtrapce, 5 
= ED . 


[ 44 3 
as well as in other remonſtrances no lefs ſe. 
rious, he ſays, © That it is difficult for him 
< to fave himſelf alive. That in all his af- 
« fairs Mr. Haſtings bad given full powers to 
te the gentlemen bere (meaning the ' Engliſh 
te reſident and aſſiſtants), who bave done what- 
te ever they choſe, and till continue to do it. 6-7 
© never expected that you would have brought 
me into ſuch apprehenſion, and into ſo 
« weak a ſtate, without writing to me on any 
one of thoſe ſubjefts, ſince I have not the 

i ſmalleſt connection with any body, except | 
«yourſelf. I am in fuch diſtieſs, both day 
e and night, that I ſee not the ſmalleſt pro- 
« ſpe& of deliverance from it, ſince you are 
**-ſo diſpleaſed with me as not 0 5 e 


WP _— 6 fngle letter? 


In another remonſtrance he thus expreſſes 
himſelf. , 


0 «The afairg of this world are unſtable, 
< and ſoon paſs away; it would therefore be 
-<«;ncumbent on the Engliſh gentlemen to 
_ © ſhew ſome friendſhip for me in my neceſi- 


fies. I, who have always exerted my very 
8 11 in the geryice of the Eogliſh, affigned 


* 


5 | BY * over 


„ 

t over to tbem all the reſources left in my towns 

* try, ſtopped my very houſehold expences; 

© vants and dependants, to the amount of 

* 08,98,39 5 rupees, Beſides this, as to the 

. jaghiers of my grandmother, mother, and 

$ uncle, which were granted to them for 

te their-ſupport, agrecabls to engagements, you 

* are the maſters; if the council have ſent 

* orders for the ſtopping their jaghiers alſo, 

c ſtop them. I haye no reſources left in my 

5 country, and have no friends by me, being 

* even diſtreſſed in my daily ſubſiſtence. 1 

1 have ſome elephants, horſes, and the houſes 

te which inhabit; if they cat be of any ſervice 

e to my friends, they are ready. Whenever 

you can diſcover any reſources, ſeize upon 

10 them; I ſhall not interfere to prevent you. 

4 Jn my preſent diſtreſs for my daily ex- 

E pences, I was in hopes that they would 

| * have excuſed ſome part of my debt. Of 

hat uſe is it for me to relate my nn, . 
„which is known to the whole wy rnd _ FM e 
f * much is' ſufficient.” 1 1 


> 4 * 
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Tbe 00 of all theſe Wann is no 


view conteſted by — It is in- 
deed . 


— 


1 


8 , fn; upon 8 ae eue g 


condition, and the no leſs diſtreſſed condition 


bf his dominions, he thought it fit to with- 


das from him and chem a large body of the 
company's troops, together with all the Eng- 


© Iſh of a civil deſcription, who were found no 
leis burthenſome than the military. This 
- -was done on the declared inability: of the 


4 


country any longer to ſupport them; a coun- 
1 not much inferior to England in extent 


and fertility; and, till lately at ai its 
1 in ee * nene 


It was 510 4 prince, in a ſtate &@ PRA remote 
1 freedom, authority, and opulence; ſo 
penetrated with the treatment he had received, 


and the behaviour he had met with from Mr. 
7 wt tg that. Mr, Haſtings has choſen to - 


attribute a diſpoſition ſo very generous and 
- munificent as, of his own free grace and mere 
motion, to make him a preſent, at one do- 
nation, of upwards of 100, 000. ſterling. 
This vaſt private donation was given at the 
moment of vaſt inſtanc demands, ſeverely ex- 
ated on account of the company, and ac- 
"mins. on ee debts to the ſame 

| WY 


K 
body i and all taken from a wines Fun, 5 
and n delolaced Ire a 


Mr. Haſtings het hgh the e with > 
all poſſible eaſe and apparent unconcern, to 
requeſt permiſſion from the directors to le- 
galize this forbidden preſent for his own uſe. 
This he has had the courage to do, at a time 
when he had abundant reaſon to look for, 7 
what he has ſince received, their cenſure, for 
many material parts of his conduct towards 
the people from whoſe waſted ſubſtance this 
pretended free gift was drawn. He does not 
pretend that he has reaſon to expect the 
ſmalleſt degree of partiality, in this or any 
other point, from the court of directors: for, 
beſides his complaint firſt ſtated, of having 
never poſſeſſed their confidence, in a late let 
ter (in which, notwithſtanding the cenſures 
of parliament, he magnifies his own conduct) 
he ſays, that in all the long period of his ſer- 
vice, he has almoſt unremittedly wanted 
the ſupport which all his predeceſſors had 
enjoyed from their conſtituents. From 
„ mine (ſays he) I have received nothing but 
* reproach,; bard epithets, and indignities, in- 
ſtead of rewards and encouragement. It 


1 


8 
* 


if 


. 
oy 
UN TDD OE Cd oe ee ie. ht. a —— — — 
* 
* £ x 


— AL Iu $a ctr. HIER , CY PAS AI DT EI I TA Ie To — 
OG e 4:12 : = : r W 
. — a ” 12 _ 
* N a. nf 72 
p £458 8888 
4 WE SEN 
x 1 
4 e 


—ͤ—— ——é ͤ ͤꝶV—— 


| 1 1 7 


ouſt therefore. have been from ſome othet 
ſource of protection, than that which the law 
-had placed over him, that he looked for 


countenance and reward, in violating, an act 
of parliament, which forbid him from rating 

gifts or preſents, on any account whatſoever 3 
much leſs a gift of this magnitude, which, 
from the diſtreſs of the giver, muſt be ſup- 
"oo pra the moſt cruel extortions 


: k 


r „ 


i 


: appropriate money, which they muſt know 


could not have been acquited by che conſent 


of the pretended donor, to their on uſe. 
They acted more properly, in refuſing to con- 


Am this grant to Mr. Haſtings, and in chuſ- 
Ing rather to tefer him to the law which he 


* Had violated, than to his own ſenſe of what he 


thought he was entitled to take from the na- 
tives; putting him in mind that the regu- 
lating act had expreſsly declared, That no 

«governor: general, or any of the council, 
© ſhall, directly or indirectly, accept, receive, 


2 or take, of or from any perſon or perſons, 


ot on any account whatſoever, any preſent, 
4 gift, donation, gratuity or reward, pecu- 
39 On. ITE or any promiſe or en- 

2 CR 


„„ 


5s „ benen for any of the aforeſaid. * Here | 


is no reſerve for the caſe of a diſcloſure to the 
directors, and for the legalizing the breach of 
an act of parliament by their ſubſequent con- 
| ſent. The illegality attached to the action at 
| its very commencement ; and it could never 
be afterwards legalized : the directors had no 
| ſuch power reſerved to them. Wo rds cannot 
be deviſed of a ſtronger import, or ſtudied 
with more care. To theſe words of the act, 
are oppoſed the declaration and conduct of 
Mr. Haſtings; who, in his letter of January 


1782, thinks fit to declare, that * an offer of 
te a very conſiderable ſum of money was made 


1 to him, both on the part of the nabob and 
ic his miniſters, as a preſent, which he ac- 


e cepted without heſitation.” The plea of 


his pretended: neceſſity is of no avail. The 


preſent was not in ready money, nor, as your . 
committee conceive, applicable to his imme- 


diate necefficies. Even his credit was not bet- 
tered by bills at long periods: he does not 
pretend that he raiſed any money upon them; 


nor is it conceivable that a banker at Benares 

would be more willing to honour the drafts of 
| fo miſerable, undone, and dependant a per- 
| wes as the nabob of Oude, than thoſe of the 
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governor general of Bengal; which might be 
paid either on the receipt of. the Benares re- 
venue, or at the feat of his power and of the 


company's exchequer. Beſides, it is not ex- 


Plicable, upon any grounds that can be avo. ö.; 
theſe bills as a preſent to Mr. Haſtings, could 
not have equally given them in diſcharge of the 
debt which he owed to the company. It is 
indeed very much to be feared, that the peo- 


ple of India find it ſometimes turn more to 


heir account, 3 reſents to the Engliſh 
in authority, th than to pay their debts to the 
pid; ; 99 ths + mee of a very ſerious 


4% 5X 65 * Fog 3 A 8 3 55 5 PE: 3 3 ; 9 I 8 1. ; 
No ſt it is made by. Mr,. Haſti 
No ſmall merit is made by Mr. Haſtings, 


and that too in a high and upbraiding ſtile, 


of this, and other unlauful practices of the 
fame kind. hat honourable court (ſays 


r. Hag ings, addreſſing himſelf to his maſ- 


; 40 9 in his letter of December 1782) ought 
KG 90 to know whether I poſſeſs the integrity and 


. © honour which are the firſt requiſites of ſuch 
15 a flation.. If I wanted theſe, they have af- 


* ford ed me too n incentives to ſup- 
. 3 ee preſs 


td them chtvagh you; and to appropriate 
eto my own uſe the ſums which I have ak 
« ready” paſſed to their credit, by their an- 
% worthy and, pardon me if I add; dangerous 
Co refleFions,” which they have paſſed upon 
« me for the firſt communication of this 
e kind';” (and he immediately adds, what is 
fingular and ſtriking, and ſavours of a retti- 
minatory inſi uation) „and your © own expe- 
& +jence will ſuggeſt to you, that there are 
4. perſons who would profit by ſuch a warn- 
g. To what directors i in particular this 
ampufsBen of experience is applied, and what 
other perſons they are in whom experience has 
 ſhewn a difpofition to profit of ſuch a warn- 
ing, is à matter highly proper to be enquired 
into. What Mr. Haſtings ſays further on this 
ſubject is no leſs worthy of attention: — 
<« That be could baue concealed tbife tranſac- 
ce fiunt, if be had n e from theirs and 
ide public eye for ever.” It is undoubtedly 
true, that whether the ble wake be applica- 
ble to the particular caſe or not, practices ef 
this corrupt nature are extremely difficult of 
deteckion any where, but eſpecially in India: 


"ws all reſtraint upon that grand fundamental 
82 Abuse 


* 
* 


| 1 
abuſe of preſents is gone for ever, if e ber. 
vants of the compan) can derive ſafety from a 
deſiance of the law, when they can no longer 
hope to ſereen themſelves by an evaſion of it. 
All hope of reformation is at an end, if, con · 
fiding in the force of a faction among direc = 


tors or proprietors, to bear them out, and poſ- 


ſibly to vote them the fruit of their crimes as 
a reward 0f their diſcovery * they j: find ; that 
their bold avowal of their: offences is not only 


to produce indemnity, but to be rated for 


merit. If once a preſumption is admitted, 


that wherever ſomething is divulged nothing 


is hid, the diſcovering of one offence may be. 
trivial, and lies open to the meaneſt proſi- 


cCient in this kind of art: it will not only be- 
come an effectual cover to fuch practices, 
but will tend infinitely to increaſe them. In 
that caſe ſums of money will be taken for the 
purpoſe of diſcovery, and making merit with 


'S the company; and other ſums will be taken 
os m DP ps ets one, a 
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poſe, or what for the other. It is. not is 25 


| Geatt) or a Mahometan land- holder, at the 
foot of the remoteſt mountains in India, who 
has no acceſs to our records, and knows no- 
thing of our language, to diſtinguiſn what 
lacks of rupees, which he bas given, c 
nomine, as à preſent to a company's ſervant, 
are to be authorized by his maſters in Leaden- 
hall- ſtreet as proper and legal, or carried to 
their public accoudt at their pleaſure; and 
what are his __ his own emolument. 5 
The e eee in A alt 3 to 
be the property of the company, could not 
conſider corruption, extortion, and fraud, as 
any part of their reſources. The property in 
ſuch preſents was declared to be theirs, not 


as à fund for their benefit, but in order to 


found a legal title to a civil ſuit. It was de- 


dclared theirs, to facilitate the recovery, out of 


corrupt and oppreſſive hands, of money ille- 
gally taken; but this legal fiction of proper- 
ty could not nor ought, by the legiſlature, 
to be conſidered in any other light than as a 
truſt held by them for thoſe who ſuffered the 
injury. Upon any other conſtruction, the 
company would have a right, firſt, to extract 


— 


5 tw 1 


e eb the ſubjects or dependants of 
this kingdom committed to their cate, by 


they had exhauſted every conttivance of pub- 
lic impoſition} then they were to be at liberty 
to let looſe upon the people all their ſervants, 
from the higheſt rank to the loweſt, to prey 
upon them at pleaſure, and to draw, by per- 
ſonal and official authority, by influence, ve- 
nality, and terror, whatever was left to them; 
Land that all this was juſtified, provided the 


means of particular conventions, or by taxes, 
by rents, and by monopolies; and, when 


product was Paid into the Compal VIS ex- 


e - 

This prohibit tion 1 erwies of 3 
Vith this declaration of property in the com- 
pany, would leave no property to any man 
in India. If, however, it ſhould. be thought 
that this clauſe in the act ſhould be capable, 
by conſtruction and retroſ pect, of ſo legaliz- 
ing, and thus appropriating theſe pieſents 
| (which your. committee conceive impoſſible), 


ined. 
; £2. + a7 , 


ery- FIG explai 


he A mas, ae 6. 


d vour 
3 
* 
oe 
ö * 
* 
* 
* 0 
- . 
2 ; 8 
- 


it is abſolutely 4 that it thould 33 


i 


= 


b 55 J 8 

vour of the natives. If ſuch conſtrution | 
prevails, the proviſion made as thair ſereen 
from oppreſſion, will become the means of 
increaſing and aggravating it, without bounds 
and beyond remedy. If preſents, which 
When they are given were unlawful, can. after- 
wards be legalized, by an application of them 
to the company's ſervice, no ſufferer can even 
kxſort to a remedial proceſs at law for his 
. own. relief. The moment he attempts to 
ſue, the money may be paid into the compa- 
vy's treaſury: it is then lawfully taken, apd 


EN os Party is diebe 


- The company elt 3 ſuffer FAS 
in the whole order and regularity of their 
| public accounts, if the ideas upon which 
Mr.. Haſtings juſtifies the taking of theſe 
| preſents receives the. ſmalleſt countenance. 
On his principles, the ſame ſum may become 
private property or public, at the pleaſure of - 
the receiver: it is in his power, Mr. Haſtings 
ſays, to conceal. it for ever. He certainly 

has it in his power not only to keep it back 
| and bring it forward at his own times, but 
even to ſhifr and reverſe the relations in the 


| - accounts (as Mr. Haſtings has done) in what 
manner 


[#1 
manner and proportion ſeems: good to him, 
and to make himſelf alternately debtor or 
bart at oghemlinens EI 
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of this h Mr. Haſtings himſelf 


appears | in ſome degree ſenſible. He con- 
ceives it poſſible, that his tranſactions of this 
nature may, to the court of directors, ſeem 
unſatisfactory. He, however, puts it hypo- 
thetically : If to you (fays be) who are 
« accuſtomed to view buſineſs in an official 


* and regular light, they ſhould appear unprece- 


© dented, if not improper.” He juſt con- 
Ceives it poſſible, that in an official money 
| tranſaction the directors may expect a pro- 


5 ceeding official and regular. In what other 


lights than thoſe which are official and regu- 
lar, matters of public account ought to be 
regarded by thoſe who have the charge of 


them, either 'in Bengal or in England, does 


not appear to your committee. Any other 
z certainly < unprecedented and improper ;* 
and can only ſerve to cover fraud both in the 


receipt and in the expenditure. The acqui- 


ſition of 58,000 rupees, or near 6, ooo. 


which appears in the ſort of unoſicia! and irre- 


in 
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n galar account that he Es of his preſents, | 
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in his letter of May 1782, muſt appear er- 
traordinary indeed, to thoſe who expect from 
men in office ſomething official and ſome- 
thing regular. This ſum (lays he) I re- 
* ceived while I was on my journey to Be- 
4 hares.“ He tells it with the ſame . careleſs 
indifference, as if things of this kind were 
found by e on the bigh rhe, ED 


Mr. Haſtings did not, 1 * ebend 
not, doubt, that this unprecedented and 
improper account would produce much diſ- 
cuſſion. He ſays: * Why theſe ſums were 
s taken by me; why they were (except the 
4 ſecond) quietiy transferred to the compa» 
*«'ny's account; why bonds were taken for 
« the firſt, and not for the reſt; might, were 
this matter to be expoſed to the view of 
ce the public, furniſh a variety of conjectures. 


This matter has appeared, and has fur- 
niſhed, as it ought to do, ſomething more 
ſerious than conjectures. It would in any 
other caſe be ſuppoſed, that Mr. Haſtings, 
expecting ſuch enquiries, and conſidering 
that the queſtions are (even as they are im- 


| „ ſtated by himſelf) far from frivo - 
H | lous, 
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nature may, to the court of ers, ſeem 
unſatisfactory. He, however, puts it hypo- 
thetically:— “ If to you (ſays he) who are 
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* accuſtomed to view buſineſs in an official 3 


* and regular light, they foonild appear unprece- 
« dented, if not- improper.” He juſt con- 


| ceives it poſſible, that in an official money 
| tranſaction the ditectors may expect a pro- 


cceding official and regular. In what other 


lights than thoſe which are official and regu- 
lar, matters of public account ought to be 


regarded by thoſe who have the charge of 
| age either in Bengal or in England, does 


not appear to your committee. Any other 
15 is certainly « unprecedented and improper ;” 
and can only ſerve to cover fraud both in the 
receipt and in the expenditure. The acqui- 


fition- of 58,000 rupees, or near 6, oo. 
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in his letter of May 1782, muſt appear ex- 
traordinary indeed, to thoſe who expect from 
men in office ſomething official and ſome- 
thing regular. This ſum (ays he) I re- 
* ceived while I was on my journey to Be- 
« nares.” He cells it with. the ſame . careleſs 
indifference, as if things of this kind were 


447 found by accident on the bigh road, 


Mr. Hastings did not, indeed he coolid 
not, doubt, that this unprecedented and 
improper” account would produce much dif- 
cuſſion. He ſays: Why theſe ſums were 
© taken by me; why they were (except the 
* ſecond) quietly transferred to the compa» 
*'ny's account; why bonds were taken for 
« the firſt, and not for the reſt; might, were 
© this matter to be expoſed to the view of 
ce the public, furniſh a variety of conjeAures.* 


This matter has appeared, and has fur- 
niſhed, as it ought to do, ſomething more 
ſerious than conjectures. It would in any 
other caſe be ſuppoſed, that Mr. Haſtings, 
expecting ſuch enquiries, and conſidering 
that the queſtions are (even as they are im- 


* ſtated by himſelf) far - from frivo- 
H lous, 
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ous, would condeſcend to give. . in- 
formation upon them: but the concluſion of 
a ſentence ſo importantly: begun, and which | 
leads to ſuch expectations, is, that. to 
* theſe conjectures it would be of little uſe to 
« reply.*—This is | al he ſays to 1 con- 
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' To ak court of directors he i is very little 

| ver complaiſant, and not at all more ſatisfac- 

tory ; he ſtates merely as a ſuppoſition, their 

enquiry concerning matters of which he poſi- 

ttively knew that they had called for an ex - 

pPlwKuanation. He knew it, becauſe he preſumed 

to cenſure them for doing ſo. To the hypo- 

theſis of a further enquiry he gives a con- 

. jectural anſwer, of ſuch a kind, as probably, 

. in an account of a doubtful tranſaction, and 
* to a ſuperior, was never done before. 


Mere your honourable court to queſtioa 

et me upon theſe points, I would anſwer, that 

e the ſums were taken for the company's be- 
s nefic, at times in which the company very 

_ «much ſtood in need of them; that I erther 
i choſe to conceal the firſt receipts from pub- 


« * curioſity, by n bonds for the 
| wh amount 3 


7 


E 


« amount; or poſſibly atted without any fudied 
00 40 zn which my memary could at tha diſ- 


« tance of time verify. 


He 3 | PT Dok to be certain of the 
motives, by which he was himſelf actuated in 
ſo extraordinary a concealment, and in the 


uſe of ſuch extraordinary means to effect it : 
and, as if the acts in queſtion. were thoſe of 


an abſolute ſtranger, and not his own, he 


gives various looſe conject ures concerning the 


motive to them. He even ſuppoſes, in tak- 


ing preſents contrary to law, and in taking 
bonds for them as his own, contrary to what 
he admits to be truth and fact, that he might 


have acted without any diſtinct motive at all, 
or at leaſt ſuch as his memory could reach at 
that diſtance of time. That immenſe diſtance, 


in the faintneſs of which his recolleQion. i is ſo 


completely loſt as to ſet him gueſſing at his 
motives for his own conduct, was from the 
15th of January 178 1, when the bonds at 
his own requeſt were given, to the date f 
this letter, which is the 22d of May 1782 
that is to y, about one * and four 
months. 5 
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As to the other ſums, for which no bond 


was taken, the ground for the difference in 


his explanation is till more extraordinary: 


he ſays, © I did not think it worth my care 
4 to obſerve the ſame means with the reſt.” 
The reſt of theſe ſums, which were not worth 
bis care, are ſtated in his account to be greater 


than thoſe he was ſo ſolicitous (for ſome rea- 
ſon which he cannot gueſs) to cover under 
bonds: theſe ſums amount to near 53,000), 
whereas the others did not much exceed 


49,0001. For theſe actions, attended with 
- theſe explanations, he ventures to appeal to 


their (the directors) breaſts for a candid in- 


terpretation; and that, he aſſumes the free- 
dom to add, that he thinks himſelf on fuch 
Aa ſubject, and on ſuch an occaſion, entitled 


* to it:“ and then, as if he had performed 


| ſome laudable exploit, in the accompanying 
letter he glories in the integrity of his con- 
duct; and, anticipating his triumph over in- 
Juſtice, and the applauſes which, at a future 
time, he ſeems confident he ſhall receive, ſays 
4 he, The applauſe of my own breaſt is my 
e ſureſt reward, Your applauſe, and that of 

| 5 * my country, is my next wiſh in life.” He 
dcclares in that very letter, that he had not 


at 
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at any time poſſeſſed the confidenee with them, 
which they never withheld from the meaneſt 
of his predeceſſors. With wiſhes ſo near his 
| heart perpetually diſappointed z and, inſtead 


of applaules (as he tells us) receiving no» 


thing but reproaches and diſgraceful epithets; 
his ſteady continuance for ſo many years in 
their ſervice, in a place obnoxious in the 
higheſt degree to ſuſpicion and * is a 
thing altogether N ee 
; It appears very necelfiry to your commit- 
tee, to obſerve upon the great leading prin- 
ciples which Mr. Haſtings aſſumes; to juſtify 
the irregular taking of thefe vaſt ſums of 
money, and all the irregular means he had 
employed to cover the greater part of it. 
Theſe principles are the more neceſſary to be 


enquired into ; becauſe, if admitted, they wil! 


ſerve to juſtify every ſpecies of improper con- : 
duct. His words are, © That the ſources 
“ from which theſe reliefs to the public ſer- 
« vice have come, would never have yielded 
them to the company publicly; and that the 
ve '. of their ſervice ( exigencies : 
created 127 the Gy. of their affairs, 

"i 1 08 


j ye, 
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cc and faction in their divided councils) re- 
; WIR theſe ſupplics.” - 


As to the firſt of theſe EI" OR poli- 
Sing: your. committee cannot conceive what 
motive could actuate any native of lodia, de- 


pendent on the company, in aſſiſting them | 


Private ly, and in refuling| to aſſiſt them pub- 
liely. If che tranſaction was fair and honeſt, 
every native muſt have been deſirous of mak- 


ing merit with the great governing power. 


If he gave his money as a free gift, he might 
value himſclf upon very honourable and very 


acceptable ſervice :-if he lent it on the com- 


. pany's bonds, it would ſtill have been of ſer- 


vice, and he might alſo receive eight per 
cent. for his money. No native could (with- 


out ſome infereſted view) give to the gover- 
nor general what he would refuſe to the com- 
pany, as a grant, or even as a loan. It i is 


plain, that the powers of government muſt, 5 


in ſome way or other, be underſfood by the 


natives to be at ſale. The governor general . 
ſays, that he took the money with an origi- 
nal deſtination to the purpoſes to which, he 


- aſſerts, ke has ſince applied it. But this ori- 


e nien, was in Karel own mind only, 
- 1 not 


, 


* 
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not t declared, nor by him 8 to bedes 


clared, to the 
and who could perceive nothing in it but 
money paid to the ſupreme magiſtrate for his 
private emolument. All that the natives 


party who gave the preſents, 


could poſſibly perceive in ſuch a tranſaction, 


muſt be highly diſhonourable to the compa- 
ny's government for they muſt conceive, 
when they gave money to Mr. Haſtings, that 


they bought from Mr. Haſtings, either what 


was their on right, or ſomething that was 
not ſo; or, that they redeemed themſelves 
from ſome acts of rigour inflicted, threatened, 


or apprehended. If, in the firſt caſe, Mr. 
Haſtings gave them the object for which 
they bargained, his act, however proper, 


was corrupt; if he did not, it was both cor- 
rupt and fraudulent: if the money was ex- 
torted by force or threats, it was oppreſſive 
and tyrannical. The very nature of ſuch 
tranſactions s a tendency. to teach the na- 


tives to pay a corrupt court to the ſervants of 
the company; and they muſt thereby be ren- 
dered leſs willing, or leſs able, or perhaps 


boch. ro fulfil their engagements to the fate, 


Mr. Scott's evidence aſſerts, that they would 
rather on to Mr, a than lend to the 
company. 
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e che; purpoſes of 4 his politics, and 
thereby to diſpenſe with an act of parliament, 
pretences for chat end cannot be wanting. A 


cotnpany. It is very 2 but it is a de- 


——— * oſs of . and precarious 
eee auhoriry. _ | 
Res n 2 


= The: second diet figs 1 Mr. 


_ - Haſtings for his juſtification z namely, that 


factious oppolition, and a divided govern- 


ment. might create exigencies requiring ſuch. 
zpplics; is full as dangerous as the firſt: for 


e e which muſt ariſe in all 
councils, ee ene. when 


difpute may always be raiſed in council, in 
order to cover oppreſſion and peculation elſe- 
where. + But theſe principles of Mr. Haſtings 
tend entirely to deſtroy the haracter and 


functions of a council, and to veſt them in 
one of the diſſentient members. The law had 


placed the ſenſe of the whole in the majority; 


and it is not a thing to be ſuffered, that any 


of the members ſhould privately raiſe money, 
for * ee ee of e that 


38 s 5 4 ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, or for promoting deſigns that are cons 
trary to it: a more alarming aſſumption of © 
power in an individual member of any deli. 
berative or executive body, cannot be imas _ 
gined. Mr. Haſtings had no right, in order 1 
to clear himſelf of peculation, to criminate | 
the majority with faction. No member of 
any body, out- voted on a queſtion; has, or 
can have, a right to direct any part of his 
public conduct by that principle, The 
members of the council had a common ſu- 
perior, to whom they might appeal in their 
mutual charges of faction they did fo fre- 
quently; and the imputation of faction has 
almoſt always been laid on Mr. „ aj 
himſelf, . | £ 
But te were | th wad 0 diſtinguiſhed | 
periods too, in the records of the company, 
in which the clandeſtine taking of money 
could not be ſupported even by this pretence. 
Mr. Haſtings has been charged with various 
acts of peculation, . perpetrated at a time he 
could not | excuſe himſelf by the plea ß 
any public purpoſe to be carried on, or of 
any faction in council by Which it was tra- 
verſed, It may be neceſſary here to recall 4 
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to the recolleQtion of the houſe, that on the 
cry which prevailed, of the ill practices of the 
company's ſervants in India {which general 
cry in a great meaſure produced the regulat- 
ing act of 1773), the court of directors, in 
their inſtructions of the 29th of March 1774, 
gave it as an injunction to the council general, 
that they immediately cauſe the ſtridteſt en- 
„ quiry to be made into all oppreſſions which 
< may have been committed, either againſt 
e natives or Europeans, and into all abuſes 
Which may have prevailed in the collection 

< of the revenues, or any part of the civil go- 

4 Dernment of the prefidency; and that you 

% communicate to us all information which 

e you may be able to obtain relative there- 

to, or any embezzlement or diffipation of 
66 Len r s rg 5 | 


7 «his enquiry, by fat the moſt i important 
abuſe which appeared, on any of the above 
heads, was that which was charged relative to 
© the ſale in groſs, by Mr. Haſtings, of iy 
leſs than the whole authority of the country 
government, in the diſpoſal of the guardian- 
wy o the Tone nd re k 
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The preſent nabob, Mobareck ul Doulah, 
was a minor when he ſucceeded to the title 
and office of ſubadar of the three provinces, 
in 1770. Although in a ſtate approaching 
to ſubjection, ſtill his rank and character were 
important. Much was neceſſarily to depend 
upon a perſon, who was to preſerve the mo- 
deration of a ſovereign, not ſupported by in- 
trinſic power; and yet to maintain the digni- 
ty neceſſary to carry on the repreſentation of 
political government, as well as the ſubſtance 
of the whole criminal juſtice of a great coun- 
try. A good education, conformably to the 
maxims of his religion, and the manners of his 
people, was neceſſary to enable him to fill 
that delicate place with reputation, either to 
the Mahometan government or to ours. He 
had ſtill to manage a revenue not inconfide- 
rable, which remained as the ſole reſource for 

the languiſhing dignity of perſons any way 
diſtinguiſhed in rank among Muſſulmen, 
who were all attached and clung to him. 
Theſe conſiderations rendered it neceffary to 
put his perſon and affairs into proper hands. 
They ought to have been men who were able, 
by the gravity of their rank and character, 
re ene, his morals from the e of 
PAS low 


OE 

- low and vicious company; men who, by their 

integrity and firmneſs, might be enabled to 
reſiſt in ſome degree the rapacity of Euro- 
peans; as well as to ſecure the remaining 
fragments of his property from the attempts 
of the natives themſelyes, who muſt lie under 
ſtrong rempration of taking their ſhare in the 
laſt pillage of a N houſe, 5 


The 1 were fully impreſſed with 
the neceſſity of ſuch an arrangement: 
your committee find that, on the 26th of 
Auguſt 1771, they gave inſtructions to the 
preſident and council to appoint * a miniſter 
+ to tranſact the political affairs of the circar 
government]; and to ſelect for that pur- 
it poſe ſome perſon well qualified for the af- 
fairs of government, to be the miniſter of 
ze the government, and guardian of the na- 
< bob's minority,” . 


The order was ſo diſtinct as not to admit 
of a miſtake; it was (for its matter) provi- 
gent and well conſidered; and the truſt 
which devolved on Mr. Haſtings was of ſuch 
a nature as might well ſtimulate a man ſen- 
ſible to reputation to fulfil it in a manner 
5 5 1 


C6 J 
agreeably to the directions he had received, 
and not only above juſt cauſe of exception, 
but out of the reach of ſuſpicion and malice. 
In that ſituation, it was natural to ſuppoſe, 
he would caſt his eyes upon men of the firſt 
repute and conſideration, among the Muſſul · 
men of high nk. 


Mr. Haſtings, inſtead of direfing his eyes 
to the durbar, employed his reſearches in the. 
ſeraglio. In the inmoſt receſſes of that place 

he diſcovered a woman, ſecluded from the in- 
tercourſe, and ſhut up from the eyes of men, 
whom he found to correſpond with the or- 
ders he had received from the directors, as a 
perſon. well “ qualified for the affairs of go- 
e vernment, fit to be a miniſter of go- 
** yernment, and the guardian of the nabob's 
* minority.” This woman he ſolemnly in- 
veſts with theſe functions: he appoints rajah 
Gourdas, whom ſome time after he himſelf 
qualified with a deſcription of a young man 
of mean abilities, to be her duan or ſteward 
of the houſehold. The-reſt of the arrange- 
ment was. correſpondent to this diſpobrion of 
the hl offices, 


1 ſeems not to 1 hain lawful or war- 
rantable 


. 
rantable' in Mr. Haſtings to ſet aſide the ar- 
rangement poſitively preſcribed by the court 
of directors, which evidently, pointed to a 
man, not to any woman whatever. As a wo- 
man conſined in the female apartment, the 
lady he appointed could not be competent to 
hold, or qualified to exerciſe, any active em- 
ployment ; ſhe ſtood in need of guardians for 
hericlf, and bad not the ability for the guar- 
dianſhip of a perſon circumſtanced as the 
ſoubah was. General Clavering, colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, declare, in their 
minute, 5 That they believe there never yas 
« an inſtance in India of fuch-a truſt fo diſ- 
© poſed of.” Mr. Haſtings has produced no 
RY” in dy to ow TON” | 


1 will ing atics 60th nts the 
' fituation and (circumſtances of the women 
principally concerned, who were in the ſe- 
raglio of Jaffier Ali Khan at his death. The 
firſt of theſe was called Munny Begum, a 
_ perſon originally born of poor and obſcure 
patents, who delivered her over to the con- 
ductreſs of a company of dancing girls; in 
Which profeſſion, being called to exhibit at a 

Feſtival, where the late nabob took a liking 


/ 
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to her, and, after ſome cohabitation, ſhe ob- 
tained ſuch influence: over him, that he took 
her for one of his wives, (and ſhe ſeems to 
have been the favourite,) put her at the head 
of his haram; and having a ſon by her, this 
| ſon ſucceeded to his authority and eſtate ; 
Munny begum, the mother, being by his 
will a deviſce of conſiderable ſums of money, 
and other effects, on which he left a charge, 
which has ſince been applied to the ſervice of 
the Eaſt India. company. The ſon of this 
lady dying, and a fon by another wife ſuc- 
ceeding, and dying allo, the preſent nabob, 
Mobareck ul Dowlah, ſon by a third wife, 
ſucceeded. ' This woman was then alive, and 
in the ſeraglio. F 


It was Munny begum that Mr, Haſtings 
choſe, and not the natural motherof the nabob. 
| Whether, having choſen a woman in defiance 
of the company's orders, and in paſſing by 
the natural parent of the minor prince, he 
was influenced by reſpect for the diſpoſition 
made by the deceaſed nabob during his life, 
ives, the houſe will deter- 
mine, upon a view of the facts which fol- 
low. It will be ma r of enquiry, when the 

5 ; queſtion 


2 


T 2x 3 

queſtion is ſtated upon the appointment of 2 
Kep-mother, in excluſion of the parent, whe- 
ther the uſage of the Eaſt conſtantly autho- 
rizes the continuance of that fame diſtribution 
of rank and power, which was ſettled in the 
feraglio during the life of a deceafed prince, 
and which was found ſo ſettled at his death, 
and afterwards, to the excluſion of the mother 
of the ſucceſſor. In cafe of female guardian- 
ſhip, her claim ſeems to be a right of nature 5 
and which nothing but a very clear poſitive 
hw will (if that can) authorize the departure 
from. The hiſtory. of Munny begum is 
ſtated on the records of the council general, 
and no attempt- made by Mr. . to 
controvert the truth of it. 


a Thar was biierged by the majority of coun- 
eil to have happened, which might be ex- 
pected inevitably to happen : the care of the 

nabob's education was groſsly neglected, and 
his fortune as groſsly miſmanaged and em- 
bezzled. What connection this waſte and 
embezzlement had with the N e | 
Ts: ants TOE: N judge. | 


-On the oY of May 77766 hr 3 
Grant, 


73 ] 
Grant, accountant to the provincial council 
of Moorſhedabad, produced to the governor 
general and council certain Perſian papers, 
which ſtated nine Jacks of rupees (upwards 
of ninety thouſand pounds ſterling) received 
by Munny begum, on her appointment to 
the management of the nabob's. houſehold, 
over and above the balance due at that time, 
and not accounted for by her. . Theſe Grant 
had received from Nuned Roy, who had 
been a writer in the begum's treaſury office. 
Both Mr. Grant and Nuned Roy were called 
before the board, and examined reſpeRing the 


authenticity of the papers. Among other cir- 


cumſtances, tending to eſtabliſh the credit of 
theſe papers, it appears, that Mr.Grant offered 
to make oath, that the chief eunuch of the 
begum had come to him, on purpoſe to pre- 
vail on him not to ſend the papers; and had 
declared, that ihe accounts were not to be dife 


On the gth of May it was We by a 
majority of the board, againſt the opinion 
and ſolemn proteſt of the governor- general, 
that a gentleman ſhould be ſent up to the 
city of Moorſhedabad, to demand of Munny 
<4 K : 1 
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| In "ts as his — — to be ignorant” 


t 44 1 
begum the accounts of the nizamut and 
houſehold, from April 1564 to the lateſt 
period to which they could be cloſed, and 
to diveſt the begum of the office of guardian 
to the nabob; and Mr. Charles OY. was 
appointed for this POT: N 


3 


The preceding facts are ſtared to the houſe; 
not as the foundation of an enquiry into the 
condutt of the begum, but as they lead to, 


. and are therefore neceſſary to explain, by 
What means a diſcovery was made of a ſum 


of 1 Jury given by her t to Mr. e 5 * 


Mr. Geht firſt letter from the elty/ dates 
x7th. May 1775, mentions, among other 
particulars, the young nabob's joy at being 
delivered out of the hands of Munny begum ; 
of the mean and indigent ftate of confine- 
ment in which be was kept by her; of the 
diftreſs of his mother; and that he had told 


Mr. Goring, that the“ begum's eunuch had 
e inſtructed the ſervants not to ſuffer him to 


learn any thing, by which he might make 
« himſelf acquainted with buſineſs :* and he 
adds, . Indeed I believe there is great truth 


% 


wk 


« of almoſt every thing a man of his rank 
i ought to know not from a want of under- 
« ſtanding, but of being properly educated.” 


oy; the af May Mr. Goring trayſmirted | 
to the governor-general and council, an ac- 
count of ſums given by the begum, under 
her ſeal, delivered/to Mr. Goring by the na- 
bob, in her apartments. The account is as 
| follows ; 7 | | J 


MEMORANDUM of Diſburſements. to 
Engliſh Gentlemen, from the Nabob's Sir- 
_ car, in the Bengal Year 1179. 


ä [Seal of > — | 
| Mother of the Nabob 
Nadjuf ul Dowla, de 
tf ceaſed. . 


1 


To the Governor, Mr. Haſtings, 
for an entertainment 18, 50, 00 
To Mr. Middleton, on account of | 
an agreement entered into by Ba» 
boo begum nw; — 18,50, ooo 


* ä — 


» 


Rupees — 3, oo, ooo 


K 2 ; When 


* 


* 
: 
| 
? 
| 
| 
: 
| 
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11 
When this paper was delivered, the gover- 
hor-general moved, That Mr. Goring might 


be aſked, bow be came by i ? and, on what 
account this partial ſelection was made by him? 


alſo, That the begum ſhould be defired #0 ex- 
plain the ſum laid to his charge ; and that he 
ſhould aſk the nabob or the begum, their rea- 


| fons for delivering this ſeparate account. 


The ſubſtance of he: governor's O propofal | 
was agreed to. 


Mr. Goring” s anſwer to this requiſition of 
the board is as follows: - 


n 8 ik your orders, to ex- 
<« plain the delivery of the paper, containing 


an account of three lacks of rupees, I am to 
inform you, it took its riſe from a meſſage 


« ſent me by the begum, requeſting I would 


44 intereſt myſelf with the nabob, to have 
Akbar Ally Khan releaſed to her for a few 
hours, having ſomething of importance to 


' communicate to me, on which ſhe wiſhed 


to conſult him. Thinking the ſervice 
* might be benefited by ir, accordingly de- 
e Gred-the nabob would be pleaſed to deli- 24 


Lia ver him ro my charge, engaging to return 
| 7 him 


nag 
e him the ſame night; which I did. I heard 
8 no more tlll next day, when the begum 


« requeſted to ſee his excellency and myſelf, : 


" Us deſiring Akbar Ally mi ght attend. | 


4 On our firſt meeting, ſhe entered into a 
<« Jong detail of her adminiſtration, endea- | 
60 vouring to repreſent it in the faireſt light; 
e at laſt ſhe came to the point, and told me, 
„ my urgent and repeated remonſtrances to 
. < her, to be informed how the balance aroſe, 
of which I was to enquire, induced her 
from memory to ſay what ſhe had herſelf 
c given; then mentioning the ſum of a lack 
< and a half to the governor, to feaſt him 
66 whilſt he ſaid there; and a lack and a half 
c to Mr. Middleton, by the hands of Baboo 
** begum. As I looked on this no more than 
a matter of converſation, I aroſe to depart, 
e but was detained by the begum's requeſt- 
c ing the nabob to come to her A ſcene of 
ce weeping and complaint then began, which 
made me ſtill more impatient to be gone; 
© and I repeatedly ſent to his excellency for 
te that purpoſe : he at laſt came out, and 
delivered me the paper I ſent you, declar- 
* ing it was given him by the begum to be 
« delivered me.” CC 
| Munny 


9 


e ject of the balances; in anſwer to which, 


| Beer 


x 


Munny begum alſo wrote a letter to ge- 
Eier Clavering, in which ſhe * aſſertz 


1 


40 Mr. — has 3 me on 5 ſub⸗ | 


J informed him, that all the particulars be- 
«ing on record, would in the courſe of the 
< enquiry appear from the papers. He ac- 
< cordingly received from the nabob Mo- 

. barck ul Dowlah, a liſt of three lacks of 
« rupees given to the governor and Mr. Mid- 
« dleton. I now ſend you incloſed a liſt 


4 of the dates when it was preſented, and 


bee 1 means, e e 
| The governo Ga 3 
following queſtions might be propoſed to the 


c then eh 
dur bar. 


FFF any application made to you for 


—— which you have delivered of three | 
lacks of rupees, ſaid to have been paid to the 
— TOE p0e ung 0. 

—" SY liver 


1 
liver the account Cy ks 1. 
utſolicited ? | 


+ * 


24. In what manner was the application 
Amme | 


3d. ee neee ee ran or one 
and half lacks given to the governor general, 
which you have laid to his account? Was it 
in conſequence of any requiſition from him, 
or of any previous nn OY _ 
5 en | 


43 . 


The governor 1 objetted 1 to 
Mr. Goring's being preſent when the queſ- 
tions were put to the begum; but it was in- 
fiſted on by the majority, and it was reſolved 
accordingly, that he ought to be preſent. 
The reaſons on both ſides will beſt appear by 
the copy of the debate, inſerted 1 | 
eee | 


The begum's anſwer to the nat 
queſtions, addreſſed to the governor general 
and council, where it K ve EP 
a . 1 1755 


Fe 
— - 


r 
: | The caſe is this: Mr. Goring, on his ar- 
<« rival here, ſeized all the papers, and ſecured 
© them under bis ſeal ; and all the muiſuddies 
6 clerts or accountants} attended bim, and ex- 
bc plained to bim all the particulars of them. 
« Mr. Goring enquired of me concerning the 
< arrears; due to the ſepoys, &c. obſerving 
& that the nizamut and bhela money [na- 
6 bob's allowance] was received from the 

ce company, from whence then could the ba- 
es lunce ariſe ? I made anſwer, That the ſum 
iwas not adequate to the expences.— Mr. 
“ Goring then aſked, What are thoſe ex- 
te pences which exceed the ſum received 
£© from the company ? I replied, All ihe par- 
6& tieulars will be found in the papers. The 
« affair of the three lacks of rupees, on ac- 
6c count of entertainment for the governor and 
«Mr. Middleton, has been, I am told, re- 
t lated to you by. rajah Gourdaſs; beſides 
« which, there are many other expences, 
« which will appear from the papers. As 
e the cuſtom. of entertainment is of long 
«ſtanding, and accordingly every governor. 
of Calcutta, who came to Moorſhedabad, 


A received a daily ſum of two thouſand ru- 


4 S kee for entertainment, which was in fact 
| | 66 „ inſtead | 


23 


. 


6 

re inſtead of proviſions; and the lack and an 
rc half of rupees laid to Mr. Middleton's 
© charge, was a preſent on account of an agree- 
cc ment entered into by the Bhow begum. I 
te therefore affixed my ſeal to the account, 
and forwarded it to Mr. Goring, by means 
A of the nabob. 


m e EEO; the accouhts given to Mr. 
| Goring ſhe aſſerts to be genuine. They are 
explained, in all the particulars, by all the 
ſeeretaries and clerks in office. They are 
ſecured. under Mr. Goring's ſeal, To them 
ſhe refers for every thing; to them ſhe refers 
for the three lacks of rupees given to Mr. 
Haſtings and Mr. Middleton. It is impoſſi- | 
ble to. combine together a clearer body of 
proof, compoſed of record of office, and ver- 
bal teſtimony, mutually ſupporting and illuſ- 
trating each other. 


0 - The houſe will obſerve, that the receipt of 
the money is indirectly admitted by one of 
the governor's own queſtions to Munny be- 


0 
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„ 
If ade money was not received, it would 
have been abſurd to aſk on what account it was 


given? Both the queſtion and the anſwer re- 
late to ſome eſtabliſhed uſage, the appeal to 


which "might poſſibly be ufed to juſtify the 


acceptance of the money, if it was accepted; 
but would be ſuperfluous, and no way appli- 


| cable to the e if he Honey was never 


e 

n this kn, your n at Nay 
add, that in all che controverſy between Mr. 
Haſtings and the majority of the council, he 
no where denies the receipt of this money. 
In his letter to the court of directors, of the 
v1 of Jaly 1775» he ſays, that the Segum 
was compelled, by the ill treatment of one 
of her ſervants, which he calls. 4 ſpecies of 
zorture, to deliver the paper to Mr. Gorings 


but he no where affirms, that the contents ve 


. 1 5 88 were falſe. 


* 4 KS Py * * 4 
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"yg FIR, conduſt, the majority remark, 


«© We confeſs it appears very extraordinary, 
« that Mr. Haſtings ſhould employ ſo much 
; © time and labour to ſhew, that the diſcoye- 
- © ries againſt him have been obtained by im- 

cc e 


2 
22 


83. 7 


_ TORT means, Fi chat he ſhould take no 


© ſtep whatſoever to invalidate ihe truth of 
66 ;bem. He does not deny the receipt of 
ee the money; the begum's anſwers to the 
«queſtions put to her at his own defife, 
c make it impoſſible that he ſhould deny it. 
It ſeems, he has formed ſome plan of de- 
c fence againſt this and fimilar charges, which 
ce he thinks will avail him in a court of juſ- 
t tice, and which it would be imprudent in 
< him to anticipate at this time. If he has 


& not received the money, we ſee no reaſon 
4 for ſuch a guarded and cautious method of 
4 proceeding. An innocent man would take 


« a ſhorter and eaſier courſe, He would vo- 


“ juntarily exculpate himſelf by his oath.“ 


e 
the refuſal to exculpate by oath, can be uſed 
as a circumſtance to infer any preſumption of 


guilt. But where the charge is direct, ſpeci- 
fic, circumſtantial, ſupported by papers, and 


verbal teſtimony made before his lawful ſu- 


periors, to whom he was accountable, by per- 
ſons competent to charge; if innocent, he 


was obligedd at leaſt to oppoſe to it a clear and 
; fortnal denial ef the fag, and to make a 


ens „ 
demand for enquiry. But if he does not de- 
ny the fact, and eludes enquiry, juſt pre- 
1 will be raiſed againſt * bl 


| Your committee, willing to go to the bot- 
tom of a mode of corruption, deep and dan- 
gerous in the act and the example, being in- 
formed that Mr. Goring was in London, re- 
ſolved to examine him upon the ſubject. Mr. 
Goring not only agreed with all the foregoing 

particulars, but even produced to your com- 
- mittee, what he declared to be the original 
Perfian papers in his hands, delivered from 
behind the curtain through the nabob him- 
ſelf; who having privilege, as a ſon-in-law, 

to enter the women's apartment, received them 
from Munny begum as authentic; the woman 
all the while lamenting the loſs of her power, 
with many tears and much vociferation. She 
appears to have been indueed to make diſco- 
very of the above practices, in order to clear 
| herſelf of the notorious r 2 nary of nf 
nabob! 8 effects. EXT 


Your committee e Scott and | 
Mr. Baber on this wbzeck, hey alſo produced 
: ® Perfian Paper, which Mr, Baber ſaid he bad T 

| -TJeceived 


I 35 J : 
received from the hands of a ſervant of Mun- | 
ny begum ; and along with it a paper, pur- 
porting to be a tranſlation into Engliſh of the 
Perfian original. In the paper given as the 
tranſlation, Munny begum is made toalledge 
many matters of hardſhip and cruelty againſt 
Mr. Goring, and an attempt to compel her to 
make out a falſe account; but does not at all 
deny the giving the money very far from it. 
She is made to aſſert, indeed, . That Mr. 
c Goring defired her to put down three lacks 
«of rupees, as divided between Mr. Haſ- 
ic tings and Mr. Middleton. I begged to be 
cc excuſed ; obſerving to him, that this mo- 
< ney had neither been tendered or accepted 
« with any criminal or improper view.“ Af- 
ter ſome lively expreſſions, in the European 
manner, ſhe ' ſays, © That it had been cuſ- 
e tomary to furniſh a table for the governor 
* and his attendants, during their ſtay at 
« court, With reſpect to the ſum mentioned 


«to Mr. Middleton, it was 4 free gift from 


« my own privy purſe. Purburam "replied, 
he underſtood. this money to be paid to 


© theſe gentlemen, as a gratuity for ſecret 


« ſervices; and as ſuch he ſhould affuredly 
K . 3 Here N e to Mr. 
| . 


— 


n 


Haſtings are fully admitted, and 1 as 
agreeable 1 to uſage, and for keeping a table. 
The preſent to Mr. Middleton is juſtified as 
a free gitt. The paper produced by Mr. 
| atk is not referred to by your committee 
as of any weight, but to ſhew that it does not 
* what it is en to . 0 


Nour comminee. on dies the: paper as 
livered in by Mr. Scott as a tranſlation, per- 
ceive it to be written in a ſtyle which they 
_ conceived was little to be expected in a faith- | 
ful tranſlation: from a Perſian. original, being 
full of quaint terms and: idiomatic phraſes, 
which ſtrongly beſpeak Engliſh. habits in the 
way of thinking, and of Eogliſh peculiarities | 
and affectations in the expreſſion. - Struck 
with theſe ſtrong internal marks of a ſuſpici- 
ous piece, they turned to the Perſian manu · 
ſcript produced: by Mr. Scott and Mr. Baber, 
and comparing it with Mr. Goring's papers, 
they found the latter carefully ſealed upon 
every leaf; as they believe is the practice uni · 
verſal in all authentic pieces. They found on 
the former no ſeal or ſignature whatſoever, ei · 


- "hw at the top or bottom of the ſ | This 1 
*) . of a —_ banane 00. N Hy 
. * N 5 * 
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t 6.1 


takes away all authority from the piece 3 2 
evidence, but ftrongly confirmed the ſuſpici- 
ons entertained by your committee, on read- 
ing the tranſlation, of unwarrantable, prac- 


tices in the whole conduct of this buſineſs, 


even if the tranſlation ſhould be found ſub- 
ſtantially to agree with the original, ſuch an 
original as it is. The Perſian roll is in the 
cuſtody. of the clerk of your committee, for 
further var: ore x 4 


_— 


Mr. Baber and Mr. Scott, being 2 


| on theſe material defects in the authentica- 
tion of a paper produced by them as authen» 


tic, could give no ſort of account how i it hap- 
pened to be without a ſignature; nor did Mr, 


Baber explain how he came to AFP and- 
vie i it in that condition, | 


+ Ty it 
a 2 {& & Ya 7 


On the whole,, your committee ©onceiye; 


that all the parts of the tranſactian, as they 


appear in the company's '; "records, are con- 
fiſtent, and mutually throw, * K. on. 1908 
ather. 
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the political affairs 5 the government, 4 to 
alas, for that purpoſe, ſome perſon well 
qualified for the affairs of government, and to 


be the miniſter of government. Mr. Haſtings 


ſelects for the miniſter, ſo deſcribed, and fo 
qualified, -a_ woman locked up in a ſeraglio. 


He i is ordered to appoint a guardian to the 


nabod's minority. Mr... Haſtings: paſſes by 
his natural parent, and appoints. another wo- 


man . Theſe acts would, of themſelves, have 
deen liable to ſuſpicion; but a great defi- 


ciency or embezzlement ſoqn appears in this 


woman 8 account. To exculpate herſelf, ſhe 


tarily. declares, that ſhe gave a con- 


Tiderable ſum to Mr. Haſtings ;—who never 
once denies the receipt. The account given 
by the principal living witneſs of the cranſ- 


ion, in his evidence, is perfectly coherent 


und conſiſtent with the recorded part. The 


original accounts, alledged to be delivered by 
the lady in queſtion, were produced by him, 
properly ſealed and authenticated. Nothing 
A oppoſed to all this, but a paper without 


© Dgnarure, and therefore of no authority, at- 
tended with a tranſlation of a very extraordi- 


nary appearance; and this paper, i in apologiz- 
5 for it, — the 1 aQts beyond a d 


47 & 
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In Europe, the directors Saeed df en 
to be taken on a proſecution; they Wet 
3 and three W 88 


They weike; io theit ba a 0 N 


1777; paragraphs 32 and 33: . Although it is 
cc rather our wiſh to prevent evils in future 


« than to enter into a ſevere retroſpection of 


cc the paſt; and, where facts are doubtful, 


cc or attended with alleviating cireumſtances, 


© to proceed with lenity, rather than to pro- 
4 ſecute with rigour; yet ſome of the caſes 
are ſo flagrantly corrupt, and others at- 
& rended- with circumſtances fo oppreflive to 
ec the inhabitants, that it would be: unjuſt: to 
“ ſuffer the delinquents to go unpuniſned. 
The principal facts have been commun. 


«cated to our & ſolicitor, whoſe report, con- 


firmed by our ſtanding counſel, we EE 


4. you by the preſent conveyance; authori(- 
ing you, at the ſame time, to take ſuch 


5 
. Se 
; 1 


5 5 1 as . 7 5 to be e 


. 


«© If we god it necelling” we ſhall return 


| E * "you the ie covenants of ſuch of our ſer- 


, . Relative to fis farms, charges of th ranny of Burdwan, and 
5 E ee oe” Es | 


* of money, in order to enable you to recover 


Tar: 


6. vunts as/ remain in India, and have been 
< any ways concerned in the undue receipt 


the ſame for the uſe of the company, by a 
4 ſvit or ſuits at law, to be inſtituted in ** 


1 1 court {of TRI Ea in n. of 


By "+ 4b «as 4 * 


e e committee . not and 8 PRE co- 
vebants have been 5 or ee — * 
tion has yoo ns ** 


a © ** 5 
9 1 roy 4, 


2514 vaſt 83 of e 1 = 
corruption, as well in this buſineſs as in 


ſeveral other inſtances, appears in the evi- 
33 of B Nundcomar. That 


og to it, are 3 in 0 REN WS . 
was the laſt evidence of the kind. The in- 


formant was hanged. An attempt was made 


by Mr. Haſtings to indiet him for a conſpi- 


racy: this failing of effect, another proſecu- 
tor appeared, for an offence not connected 
with theſe charges. Nundcomar, the object 


of that charge, was executed at the very criſis 
of the enquiry, for an offence of another 


nature, not capital by the laws of the coun- 


=P As hrs as it 8 iſe, 3 2 


e EN J | 
large in the Appendix; and Mr. Haſtings 
and Mr. Barwell ſeemed apprehenſive” of 
many mote, General Clavering, colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis; declared, in a mi- 
nute entered on the conſultations of the 5th 
May 1775, that, * in the late proceedings of 
te the revenue board, it will appear that there 
4 is no ſpecies of peculation from which the 
| & honourable governor general has thought 
0 p/oper to abſtain.” A charge of offences 
of ſo heinous a nature, ſo very: extenſive; ſo 
very dcliberate, made on record” by perſons 
of great weight, appointed by act of parlia- 
ment his aſſociates in the higheſt cruſt; a 
charge made at his own board, to his own 
face, and tranſmitted to their common ſupe- 
riors, to whom they were Jointly and feve- 
rally accountable ;—this was not a thing to be 
_ paſſed over by Mr. Haſtings ; ftill leſs ought 
it to have periſhed in other hands. It ought . 
to have been brought to an immediate and 
frri& diſcuſſion, General Clavering, colo- 
nel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, ought to have 
been puniſhed for a groundleſs accuſation, \if 
ſuch it had been. ; i, the accuſation were 


After this comprehenſive account, by hie 
colleagues, of the governor general's con- 
8 duct, theſe gentlemen proceeded to the par- 
3 f ticulars; and they. produced the caſe of a 
corrupt bargain of Mr. Haſtings, concerning 
n of office. This tranſaction is 
here ſtated by your committee in a very cons 

=. — EO ing an this poration mardy 
8 their opinion, exiſts, 
another ſort of enquiry into the corrup- 


« 


__y agreement; dd was, — from his 
uments of 72,009 rupees 2 year, he was 
to pay to the 36,000 rupees 
-annually ; and to his 3 Cant Ba 
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#66 omen Oe. eos rupees - which _ 
were corruptly paid to theſe gentlemen, ang 
to content himſelf with the allowance of 
32,000.—Mr. Haſtiogs was, if on any occa- 
calioa of his life, ee NG. n 0 
and Mr, Barwell, * r ebe, pee 3 
niſtration, and as ſuch ought to have been 
tender for his honour, was bound to help 
him to get to the bottom of it, if his enemies : 
| ſhould be ungenerous enough to countenance 
ſuch an accuſation, without permitting it to 
be detected. and expoſed. But the courſe 
they held was directly contrary. They. be. 
gan by an objection to receive the complaint, 
in which they obſtinately perſevered, as far 


. 5 as their power went. Mr. Barwell was of 


opinion, that the company's inſtructions to 
enquire into peculation, were intended for 
| the public intereſts: that it could not for- 
ward the public intereſts to enter into theſe 
e and that © he never noukl be « | 
F* channe 1 aſperſing any character, while 
* jt cannot conduce to the good of govern- 
* ment. „Here was a new mode of reaſon · 
2 ea out E Mr. Barwell, which might 


A, 
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a DE: diy x a "bites with 
jt. By that reaſoning, all orders of his ſu- 
periors were at his mercy; and he actually 
undertook to ſet afide thoſe commands, which 
by an expreſs act of parliament he was bound 
to obey, on his opinion of what would, or 
would not, conduce to the good of govern- 
ment. On his principles, he either totally 
annihilates the authority of the act of parlia- 
ment, or he entertains ſo extravagant a ſup- 

Poſition, as that the court of directors poſſeſſed 

more abſolute authority, when their or- 

ders were not intended yor the „ | 


_ em e _ 8 15 


85 Wee een was 4 "Y \ different opi· 
nion: he thought he ſhould be wanting to 
s the legiſlature, and to the court of direc- 
* tors, if he was not to receive the com · 
_ © plaints of the inhabitants, when properly 
authenticated, and to prefer them to the 
1 board for inveſtigation, as the only means 
by which theſe grieyznces can be redreſſed, 
* and eee ae. 
* u . ks 
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To theſe ſentiments colonel Motſon and 
Mr. Francis adhered. Mr. Haſtings thought 
it more ſafe, on principles ſimilar to thoſe aſ- 
ſumed by Mr. Barwell, to refuſe to hear the 


charge; but he reſerved his remarks on this 
tranſaction, becauſe they will be equally ap- 
plicable to many others: which, in the courſe e 
this buſineſi, are likely to be brought before the 

beard. There appeared therefore to him, a 
probability that the charge about the cor- 

rupt bargain was no more than the commence- 
ment of a whole claſs of ſuch accuſations; 


ſince he was of opinion (and what is very ex- 


traordinary, previous to any examination) 
that the ſame remarks would be applicable 
to ſeveral of thoſe which were to follow. He 
muſt ſuppoſe this claſs of <9 ene uni 
"_ as e extenſive.” 


Then majority, has 8 lb 35 
undd, notwithſtanding his oppoſition to all en⸗ 
quiry, as he was ſupported only by Mr. Bar- 


well, the queſtion for it was carried. He was 
then deſired to name a day for the appear- 
ance of the accuſer, and the inſtitution of theo 
enquiry, Though baffled in his attempt to 
. Oo 1 by a in N _ be Haſt- 
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B _ © That, ſuppoſing it agreed among ourſelves, 8 
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not (if poſſible) 


Mr. 11 was not of the opinion of that 
gentleman, nor of the maker of the motion, 
general Clavering, nor of Mr. Monſon who 
.. ſupported it. He entertains ſentiments, with 
regard to the orders of the directors in 
this particular, perfectly correſpondent with 
- . thoſe which he had given againſt the original 
enquiry. He ſays, Though it may in ſome 
little degree ſave the governor general from 
ult—where there is no judicial 
_ © power lodged, that of inquiſition can never 
d anſwer any . purpoſe. This is doctrine 
of a moſt extraordinary nature and -rendency 3 
as your committee conceive, cont! 
to every. ſound principle to be obſe 
cCionſtitution of judicatures and inquiſitions. 
he power of inquiſition ought rather to be 


v- 


mer being a previous ſtep to the latter, which 
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he reſt of his minute (contained in 
OT. Is 8 wich a cenſure on the 
ctions on the ill 
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r other rules and methods; and ougt 
to be lodged in the ſame 
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wzholly ſeparated from the judicial, the for- 8 
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| conſequences uhh would ariſe from. an at- 
- tention to their complaints; and with an 
aſſertion of the authority of the ſupreme 
court, as ſuperſeding the neceſſity and pro- 


regard to his principles relative to the 
natives and their complaints, if they are 
admitted; they are of 'a tendency to cut off 

the very principle of redreſs. The exiſtence 

of the ſupreme court, as a means of relief to 


3 qualify a refuſal to hear in the council. 
= - On the ſame pretence, Mr. Haſtings holds 
3 . up the authority of the ſame tribunal. But 
= this, and other proceedings, ſhew abundant- 
= Ip of what effjcacy that court has been for 
he relief of the unhappy people of Bengal. 

A perſon in delegated! authority, refuſes a 


ua on a court of juſtice, and ſuppoſes that no- 
= thing but what judicially appears againſt him, 
= is a fit ſubject of enquiry. But even in this 


= : Mr. Haſtings fails in his application of his 


"EM principle; for the majority of the council 
| were undoubtedly. competent to order a pro- 
ſecution againſt bim in the ſupreme court, 
which they had no ground for wichour a pre- 
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priety of ſuch enquiries in council. With 


the natives under all oppreſſions, is held out 


©  ativfa&ion'to-his foperions, throwing bim- 


„vin, 


7%) 


vious enquiry. But their enquiry had other | 
objects. No private accuſer might chooſe 


to appear. The party who was the ſubje& _ 


of the peculation might be (as here is ſtated) 


the accomplice in it. No popular action, or 
popular ſuit, was provided by the charter 


under whoſe authority the court was inſti- 
tuted. In any event, a ſuit might fail in the 
court, for the puniſhment of an actor in an 


abuſe, for want of the ſtricteſt legal proof, 
which might yet furniſh matter for the cor- 


rection of the abuſe, and even reaſons ſtrong 
enough, not only to juſtify, but to require 
the directors inſtantly to addreſs for the re- 


moval of a governor general, The oppoſi- 
tion of Mr. Haſtings and Mr, Barwell prov- 


ed as ineffectual in this ſtage as the former; 
and a day was named "I the majority for "et 
OTE of the party. 


The day clin this 2eliberations ' on 


che aſſembling of the council, the governor 
general, Mr. Haſtings, ſaid, He would 
not fit to be confronted with ſuch. accuſers, 
5 nor to ſuffer a judicial enquiry into his con- 
© duct, at the board of which he is the preſi- 

2 dent.“ As on the former occaſions, he de- 


N 5 — = 


Elares the board diſſolved. As on former 
__  -. occafions, the majority did not admit his 
2 = claim to this power; they proceeded, in his 
AAbſence, to examine the accuſer and witneſſes. 
1 | ＋ heir W are in Appen K. YI. 


=— . l It i is able, that during this tranſac- , 
2 * tion, Khan Jehan Khan, the party with whom  *+ 
mme corrupt agreement was made, declindd 
= an attendance, under excuſes which the ma» 
23 = Jjority thought . pretences for delay, though. * 
= they uſed no compulſory methods towards his 
= appearance; at length, however, he did ap- 
2 E, pPear, and then a ſtep was taken by Mr. Haſ-- 
_ ' tings of a very extraordinary nature, after 
=—_ ttzhbe ſteps which he had taken before, and tze 
=—_ _ "declarations with which thoſe ſteps had been 
= accompanied. Mr. Haſtings, who had ab- 
=  ſolutely refuſed to be preſent in the foregoing 
pPart of the proceeding, appeared with Khin 
= | Jehan Khan: And now the affair took an- 
3 other, turn; other obſtructions were raiſed. 
| General Clavering ſaid, that the informations 
1 " hitherto. taken: had proceeded upon oath, - 
3 3 Khan Jehan Khan bad previouſly declared to 
= TEE ering his e to be fo ek. 
„ ee er? 7 


a 
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1 but, "wheh called upon by the IP 


he changed his mind, and alledged a delicacy, . 


relative to his rank, with regard to the oath, 
In this ſcruple he was ſtrongly ſupported by 


Mr. Haſtings. He and Mr. Barwell went 


further; they contended, that the council 


had no right to adminiſter an oath. They 
muſt have been very clear in that opinion, 


when they reſiſted the examination on oath of 


the very perſon who, if he could ſafely ſwear 


to Mr. Haſtings s innocence, owed it as a debt 


to his patron not to refuſe it; and of the pay- 


ment of this debt, it was extraordinary in the 
patron not only to enforce, but to ſupport the 
abſolute refuſal. 


| Although the majority did not acquieſes in 
this doctrine, they appeared to have doubts 


of the prudence of enforcing it by violent 
means; but, conſtruing bis refuſal into a dif- 
poſition to ſcreen the peculations of the go- 
vernor general, they treated him as guilty of 


a contempt of their board, diſmiſſed him from 


the ſervice, and recommended another (not 


the accuſer) to his a "04s 


0 


3 . 33 102 I | 

I -— * The reaſons on both ſides appear in the Api 
= pendix. Mr. Haſtings accuſes them bitterly 
of injuſtice to himſelf, in conſidering the re- 
fuſal of this perſon to ſwear, as a charge 


= what qualificaticns, will _ appear by reference 
= do the papers in the Appendix. But Mr. Haſ- 
_  - tings © thanks' God that they are not his 
JJ judges.” His great hold, and not without 
= reaſon, is the fupreme court: and he © blefles 
ec the wiſdom of parliament, that conſtituted 
6e a court of judicature at ſo ſeaſonable a time, 
cc to check the deſpotiſm of the new council.” 
It was thought in England, that the court 
had other objects than the protection of the 
governor general againſt the examinations of 
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Though Mr. Haſtings did atthat time, and 


_ quiry that was inſtituted merely for the infor- 
=— mation of the court of directors, yet he did 


oon proceedings. It was evident, that to 


4 Y wauld | not _ very reſpectful or ſatisfac- 


4 = - proved. How far they did fo, and under 


thoſe ſent out with inſtructions to enquire into 


= avowedly did, every thing to prevent any en- 


= _ not feel bimſeif thoroughly fatisfied with his 
them, his and Mr. BarwelY's reaſonings - 
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tory: he therefore promiſes to give them full 


ſatisfaction at ſome future time. In his letter 


of the 14th of September 1775, he reiterates 
aà former declaration, and affures them of 
his reſolution to this purpoſe in the ſtrongeſt 


terms. © I now again recur to the declara- 
« tion which I have before made, That it is 


« my fixed determination to carry literally into 


& execution, and mo#? fully and liberally ex- 
e plain, every circumſtance of my condut? on 
© tbe Fa upon which I bave been injurioufly 
6 arraigned ; and to afford you the cleareſt 


© conviction of my own integrity, and of 
© the propriety of my motives for my —_ 


te ing a . defence of it.“ 


Theſe motives, as far as they can be diſcover- 


ed, were the violence of his adverſaries, the in- 
tereſted character and views of the accuſer, and 


the danger of a proſecution in the ſupreme 


court, which made it prudent to reſerve his 


defence. Theſe arguments are applicable to 


any charge. Notwithſtanding theſe reaſons, 
it is plain by the above letter, that he thought 
himſelf bound, at ſome time or other, to give 


 ſatisfation to his maſters : till he ſhould do 
this, 1 in his own opinion, he remained in an 
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| unpleaſant tice, But he bas his mĩsfor- 
tune, it ſeems, patiently ; with a confidence 
1 in their juſtice for his future relief. He ſays, 
e baever evil may fill the long interval which | 
w may precede it. — That interval he has 
= taken care to make long enough; for near 
5 c eight years are now elapſed, and he has not 
yet taken the ſmalleſt ſtep towards giving to 
3 the court of directors any explanation what- 
= ever; much leſs that full and liberal expla- 1 
5 nation which he had ſo repentagly and ſolemn- 
* n 
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=. | 1 to be obſerved, that though Mr. Haſ- "£l 
„ Bags talks in theſe letters much of his int: 

grity, and of the purity of his motives, and 

of full explanations, he no where denies the 1 
= fact of this corrupt trafic of office, Though 
bee had adjourned his defence, with ſo much 
Y pain to himſelf, to ſo very long a day, he 
was not ſo inattentive to the eaſe of Khan 
—_— Khan as he has ſhewn himſelf to his 


: Jie had been accuſed of corruptly re- 

EL * * to himſelf a part of” the emoluments 
of this man's office: it was a delicate buſineſs 
—_ to handle, whilſt his. defence ſtood adjourned; - 

pet, in a very ſhort time after a majority came 


Cw Þ.. 
into his hands, he turned out the perſon ap- 
pointed by general Clavering, &c. and re- 


placed the very man with whom he flood-ac- | 


cuſed of the corrupt bargain: what was 
worſe, he had been charged with originally 
| en out another, to make room for this 

- The whole is put in ſtrong terms by 
hs) thin majority of the council; where, 
after charging him with every ſpecies of pe. 
culation, they add, We believe, the proofs 
aof his appropriating four parts in ſeven of 


* the ſalary with which the company is 
charged, for the phouſdar of Hughley, are 


« ſuch as, whether ſufficient or not to convict 
© him in a court of juſtice,” will not leave 


the ſhadow of a doubt concerning his guilt 


ce in the mind of any unprejudiced perſon.— 
The ſalary is 72,000 rupees a' year: the 


« governor takes 36, ooo, and allows Cantoo 


4 Baboo four thouſand more, for the trouble 
cc he ſubmits to in conducting the negocia- 
ce tion with the phouſdar. This alſo is the 
© common ſubject of converſation and deri- 
« fjon through the whole ſettlement.—Ir is 


our firm opinion and belief, that the late 


* phouſdar of Hughley, a relation of Maho- 


med Reza Cawn, was turned out of this 


O | | * office, 


| 
| 
tf 


EL 
« office, merely becauſe his terms were not 
« fo favourable as thoſe which the honour- 
* able goverbor geheral has obtained from 
. 89 . ; 8 : 


The khoutkble © ewe — 55 
* pleaſed 10 aſſert, with a confidential ſpiric 
as peculiar to himſelf, that his meaf hi. 
* therto ſtatid unimpeached, except by us. 
We know not how this aſſertion is to be 
made good, unleſs the moſt daring and 
flagrant proftitntion in every branch be deem- 
p © ed an livnour to bis adinidiftration.”” 5 


Tube whole iyle and tenor of e 


tions, as well as the nature of them, rendered 


Mr. Haſtinge's firſt poſiponing, and after- 


wards totally declining, all denial, or even 


defence or explanation, very extraordinary. 
No govertior ought to hear in ſilence ſuch 
charges; and no court of ws e e 
ber . __ W 7 


W Hiroſe were not ily a 


attentive to this buſineſs. They condemned : 
his act as it deſerved, and they went into the 


 bulineſs of his legal right to diſſol ve the coun- 


cil. | 


j 
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cil. Their opinions ſeemed againſt it, and 


they gave preciſe orders againſt the uſe of any 
ſuch power in future. On conſulting Mr. 


the uſe of a right, and the manner and pur- 


| poſes for which it was uſed, ought not to 


have been ſeparated. What he thought on 
this occaſion, appears in his opinion, tranſ- 
mitted by the court of directors to Mr. Haſ- 


tings and the council general; but it was as 


great a crime to diſſolve the council upon baſe 


and finifter motives, as it would be to aſſume 


„the power of diſſolving, if he had it not. 1 
ce believe he is the U governor that ever diſ. 


« our, when he was innocent, Before he 


could ſummon three councils and diſſolve 


them, he had time fully to conſider hat 


<« would be the reſult of ſuch conduct, 10 
6 * ”__ every body, _— 4 deabl, of bis 


Nee guilt,” 


; 
. 


Sayer, the company's counſel, he was of a 
different opinion, with regard to the legal 
right; but he thought, very properly, that 


5 ſolved a council enquiring into his behavi- | 


We was a matter but of ſmall conſolation to 


Mr. Haſtings, during the painful interval 


he deſcribes, to find that the e is learn- 


O 2 ed 


ed counſel/admitted that he had legal powers, 
of which he made an uſe that raiſed an uni- 
verſal preſumption of his guilt. ER 


* 
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Other counſel did not think ſo:favourably.. 


of the powers themſelves. But this matter 


was of Jeſs conſequence, becauſe a great dif- 
ference of opinion may ariſe concerning the 
extent of official powers, even among men 
profeſſionally educated (as in this caſe ſuch a 
difference did ariſe; ; and well-intentioned men 
may take either part. But the uſe that was 


made of them, in ſyſtematical contradiction 


to the company's orders, has been ſtated in 


_the ninth report, as well as in many of the 
others made by two of your committees, 


ry 
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with a Copy of Mr. P1TT's Bill of Reform, &c. &c. 
Together with the fulleſt,” moſt accurate, and im- 
partial Account of all the Debates in both Houſes 
of Parliament; reviſed and collated with the Notes 
of ſeveral-Members of Parliament. Thoſe gentle- 
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men who want any particular Numbers to com- 
plere their Sets, are earneſtly deſired to order them 
as ſoon as poſſible. | (4 IR 
The PAKLIAMENTARY. REGISTER of 
the laſt Parliament, from the General Election 
in November, 1774, to the Diſſolution, in 1780, 
3 ſeventeen Volumes, half-· bound and lettered. Price 

1. bs. ; | | | | 

The Firſt and Second Seffions of the preſent 
Parliament, in eight Volumes, half-bound and 
lewd. Price 2. 238. © 8 rod 

OBSERVATIONS on the COMMERCE 
of the AMERICAN STATES, by JOHN 
LORD OHET FIELD, with an AyyenDIX, con- 
taining an Account of all Rice, Indigo, Cochineal, 
Tobacco, Sugar, Molaſſes, and Rum, im ported 
into and exported from Great Britain, the laſt + 
ten Years; of the Value of all Merchandize 
imported into and exported from England; of the 
Imports and Exports of Philadelphia, New Vork. 
&c. Alſo an Account of the Shipping 74 
in America previous to the War. Tue Third 
Edition, with conſiderable Additions and Notes. 

The HISTORY of the POLITICAL LIFE 
and PUBLIC SERVICES, as a Senator and 
Stateſman, of the Right Hon. CHARLES JAMES 
FOX, one of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of 
tate. Elegantly printed in one large Volume, 

ctavo. Price 75. in Boards. EW 
The SUBSTANCE of the SPEECH of the 
Right Hon. WILLIAM PITT, on Friday, Feb- 
vary 21, 1783. Price 18. | 5 
Mr. MATTY, in his New Review, gives the 
following Character of the above Speech: As 
a literary Compoſition, or, to ſpeak more accurately, 
as = Specimen, of the powerful Force of Integrity 
in arranging Words, this, though very inferior to 
what the Ancients have left us, far ſurpaſſes 5 Io 
Parliamentary Oratory I have ever read n | 


1 
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It would be ſhameleſs Flattery to add, that it 
contained any Stfength of Argument, or Depth 
of political Knowledge, beyond the Years and 
Education of the Perſon to whom ir is aſcribed, 
ſed hc dabit dirs; and if the Application to the 
many Things which muſt of courſe ſtill be to be 
acquired is not wanting, ſomething more may be 


expected than this Country has yet ſeen. ay 


it 7 the Richelieu Grandeur, with the Sully G 
neſs P”” 3 


The REMEMBRANCER ; or IMPARTIAL 


REPOSITORY of PUBLIC EVENTS. Price 


18. each Number. —The AuERI CAN WAR give 
Riſe to this Work in 1775. Every authentic Pape 
relative to that War, as alſo with France 

Spain, whether publiſhed in EncLanD or Amt- 
KICa, by the BarT1sn MinisT&Ry, or the Au- 
RICAn CoNGrEss, are all carefully inſerted in 
this Work, The Letters of the ſeveral Command- 
ing Officers, Addreſſes, Reſolutions of the various 


Committees, Conventions, &c. Complete Sets of 


this valuable and intereſting Work may be had 
of the Publiſher. in ſixteen Volumes. Price 5l. 
158. 6d.. half-bound and lettered. Te 


The NINTH REPORT from the Select Com- 
mittee, appointed to take into Conſideration the 
State of the Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the Pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa. Price 28. 6d. 

“ The above intereſting Report contains an 
__._ . Account of the Conduct of the Hon. Warren 
- Haſtings, Governor General, and of Richard 
Barwell, Eſq. J 
TWO LTI ERS to the Right Hon. Edmund 

Burke, in Reply to the above Report. By Major 
Scott. Price 18. Gd. . 

NARRATIVE of the late TranſaQtions at 

Benares, by the Hon, Warren Haſtings, Governor. 

General of Bengal. 5 | 8 
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: The | REPORTS: from the Secret and Sele 


22 on India Affairs. In tx o Vola Erice : 


zi „ TI EXTRACT of | Ye „on zl \Letrer from Gel- As 5 
utta, relative to the Adminiſtration. .of . „ . 
VB Sir Elijah Impey, Price” 18. 64. Fe aj > 26, 
J __ OOHOWAEtY 


ED . detal and Council of Pak Kb on 8 23 2 8 
dttlement and Collection of the Revenues of eng 6 be: 
5 4 with a Plan of Settlement, recommended to the 


©. - --— Gat of Diredtots..- By. Philip Francis, | "Eſq. 5 
5 | Frice 78. 6d. in Boi. 22 3 


— 


- * v 


> | ZORIGINAL MINUTES of the Governor - 

DS, >. "General and Council of Fort William, i in Bengal. 1 
oon the Appoi 7 « mmended and cartied by | 
EE Mx. Haſtings in O Irs 3780, of Ar = 3h 
VFC to "be; Judge 'of the Suddar Dewanny © 


Aadawlet, with a 5 of ſeven I . ſeven. 
1 8 Hundred and ninety - - five Pounds fen Sbillings 
Ng 1 r a OR 

* F A = + PROCE YINGS af the Dor dd, 3 . . 2 
PEI <E at Fort William, n Adminiſtration N 
. £ was amongſt the N atives in ENG. iy” 
©; 1 1 | his Pamphlet. contains the Gentoo Laws. 5 


. > 3 . 8 
2 - 3 * "2-4 s 
>. ; , ; BF 


1 be CASE of the Preſident or Governor, and: * 
= = the Council, of Madras, fairly Rated; Wb 
| oberstes and Remirks on the Conduct ä 


: I 8 - : - 2 8 15:64, ; bo 8 2 5 8 | 125 : a, |; 5 5 . 3 | 5 "os 1 5 4 VT 5 bh 6 2 
5 8 8 85 : - ORIGIN and Authentic. t of 125 Maß- 
Wet Price 2 bd 8 
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